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Introduction

In the early 1980s a wave of education reform swept the nation.

Spurred on by more than a dozen national reports that spelled out what was

wrong with American elementary and secondary education, governors, state

boards of education and state legislatures established nearly 300 state-

level study commissions, proposed countless education reform measures, and

adopted many of the recommendations contained in the national reports. By

the 1984-85 school year, 41 states had raised course work standards for

high school graduation, 22 states had implemented or expanded their minimum

competency testing programs and many states had begun to test aspiring

teachers. While few states increased the length of the school day or the

school year significantl.y, many revised textbook selection procedures,

updated curriculum guides -)r prescribed the objectives and the content of

the curriculum taught in the local schools.

Goertz descriLed these changes in detail.1 A typology of standards

imposed by education decision-makers at the state, district and local level

was used to identify, collect and describe state-prescribed educational

standards in effect in the 1984-85 school year. Profiles of state

standards were developed for each of the 50 states, cevering student,

teacher and school district standards.

1 Goertz, Margaret E. State Educational Standards: A 50-State

Survey. ETS-RR-86-2. Princeton, N.J.: Educational Testing Service,

January 1986.
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This report provides updated information on state standards in effect

in the 1986-87 school year. Each state was sent its 1984-85 profile for

review and revision. Responses were received from 48 of the 50 states.2

The information presented here, as in the earlier report, pertains only to

those requirements prescribed at the state level, generally by the

legislature or the state board of education. In many states, local school

districts (and even schools) may apply more stringent stahdards. In fact,

there may be as much variation in some educational standards among

districts within a state as there is across states.

The first part of this report summarizes the state-prescribed

educational standards that were in effect in 1986-87 and the changes that

took place across the states between 1984-85 and 1986-87. Tables

providing state-by-state comparisons are included at the end of this

section. The second part of the report contains individual profiles of

each of the 50 states. These profiles present more detailed information on

student standards (testing, high school graduation requirements, attendance

and other policies), teacher standards (teacher preparation, certification

and relicensing and staff development) and school and school district

standards (minimum length of the school year and school day and curriculum

requirements).

2 When a state did not respond to our request for updated
information, we used its 1984-85 profile and included a notation under the
state's name.
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An Overview of State Educational Standards, 1986-87

Student Standards

Student Testing. In 1986-87, 44 states required that local school

districts test public school students at some point(s) between grades 1 and

12, an increase of two states since 1984-85. Thirty-five of these states

test students using state-developed or state-selected tests and assess

their performance against state-established performance F.tandards. Three

states specify the competencies to be tested, but give local school

districts the discretion to set performance standards. Four states require

local districts to test students in specified subject areas, but leave both

the choice of the test and standards-setting to the local district. Two

states require students to meet minimum performance requirements in

selected competency areas, but districts may use methods other than tests

to assess students.

The 44 states all test basic skills, focusing pi. .arily on

mathematics, reading and language. A few states include writing, reasoning

skills and citizenship as well, and six (Arkansas, California, Indiana,

Maine, Missouri and New York) include science and social studies. Three

states have or are developing instruments that will assess a higher level

of skills or achievement at the high school level. Students who pass the

New York State Regents Examination, a series of subject matter

examinations, and complete a more stringent set of high school course work

requirements, receive a special diploma, the Regents Diploma. California

is developing the Golden State High School Achievement Tests as a way of

selecting high school seniors for honors at graduation. Florida is in the

process of establishing statewide student performance standards of
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excellence in mathematics, science, social studies and writing, and is

developing tests to assess these standards.

States use their testing programs for the following purposes: (1)

monitoring student, school and/or school district performance; (2)

identifying students in need of remediation; (3) as a requirement for grade

promotion and/or high school graduation (gatekeeping); and/or (4) as a

basis for allocating state compensatory education aid. As town in Figure

1 and Table 1 (included at the end of this section), 31 states use

statewide testing to monitor student performance, while 20 states use these

tests for identifying students in need of ramediation. Twenty-four states

50

20

10

Figure 1

State Testing Programs and
Purposes , 1986-87

1111 Testing Programs

Micmitoring

r/iZa Renwiation

Clatelmming

L I Funds Allocation
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use tests for gatekeeping: Twenty-one of thes states require that

students pass a minimum basic skills test or other minimum competency

assessment before receiving a high school diploma; eight states use test

results as a requirement for grade promotion and/or as an exit test from

eighth grade. In nine states, test results are a criterion for allocating

state compensatory education aid.

While only two states, Massachusetts and Oklahoma, initiated state

testing programs in the period 1984-85 to 1986-87, a number of other states

expanded the scope or changed the design of their current student testing

systems. Eight states added new grade levels, including pre-kindergarten

and pre-first grade, and two added additional subject areas to their

testing requirements. Two more states broadened their statewide

assessments from a representative sample in selected grades to all students

in the tested grades. The number of states using statewide test results in

promotion decisions increased by two as well.

High School Graduation Requirements. One of the principal recommen-

dations of the National Commission on Excellence in Education was that high

school students take more courses in the "New Basics"--English,

mathematics, science, social studies and computer science. The Commission

recommended that high school graduates should complete four years of

English, three years of mathematics, three years of science, three years of

social studies and 1/2 year of computer science. Two years of a foreign

language were strongly recommended for college-bound students.

Forty-two states responded by raising course work standards for high

school graduation. Yet, the new course work requirements of many states

fall short of the National Commission's recommendations. Thirty-seven
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states require four or more years of English, 25 states require three or

more years of social studies, 11 states require three years of mathematics

and only 5 states require three years of science. Five states do not

impose course work requirements for high school graduation. Table 2,

included at the end of this section, contains each state's high school

course work requirements. As shown in Figure 2, most states require four

years of English, two to three years of social studies, and two years each

of mathematics and science.

More generally, three quarters of the states with course work

requirements require between 18 and 22 units for graduation, with most

having cote requirements of 12 to 14 units. In addition to the English,

social studies, mathematics and science requirements discussed above, most

states require one to two years of health and physical education. One-half

of the states also require one year of another subject, generally a fine or

practical arts course. Six states require students to take a one-semester

career development or life skills course, while three require one-half to

one year of vocational education. In nine states, high school graduates

must have completed course work or demonstrated proficiency in computers;

five more include computer science course work in their college preparatory

curriculum requirements.

A growing number of states are establishing more rigorous curriculum

requirements for their college-bound students. New York State has offered

a separate Regents diploma for decades To qualify, students must take

three years of a foreign language and pass a series of subject matter tests

in addition to the regular course work requirements. Six more states will

offer "advanced" or "college preparatory" diplomas to students graduating
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Figure 2

State High School Graduation Requirements
1986-87
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by 1988 (Alabama, Indiana, Maryland, Missouri, Texas and Virginia), while

another Live states have defined course work requirements for their college

preparatory programs (California, Delaware, Kansas, Rhode Island and

Tennessee). In these states, students in the college preparatory programs

generally must take two additional units to graduate, as well as additional

courses in mathematics and/or science, two to three years of a foreign

language and a semester of computer science.

Unlike student testing, there was little state-level activity in the

area of high school graduation requirements between 1984-85 and 1986-87;

most state activity occurred earlier. Only one state increased its course

work requirements significantly and one state initiated an academic honors

diploma.

Other Student Standards. Other trends have emerged as states tighten

standards for student performance and behavior. First, a few states

require that students maintain a prescribed minimum grade point average as

a pre-requisite for participating in extra-curricular activities (c.f.,

Texas and West Virginia), or to graduate from high school (Florida, Idaho).

Second, a growing number of states are requiring that school districts

establish written attendance, discipline, homework and/or promotion and

retention policies. Finally, some states are extending the age ranges for

compulsory attendance and are either mandating kindergarten attendance or

requiring school districts to offer programs for those who wish to attend.

Teacher Stwolards

State policies regulating the education and certification of teachers

have undergone considerable change in the last deca.. In 1980, only a



handful of states--primarily in the Southeast--required individuals to pass

a test before being certified to teach. In 1986-87, 38 states required

aspiring teachers to pass a state-prescribed, standardized test before

entering a teacher education program and/(.,: before being certified to

teach. (See Table 3 at the end of this section.)

Twenty states require some (e.g. those attending public but not

private colleges and universities) or all teacher education candidates to

pass a state-prescribed test before entering a teacher education program,

usually a basic skills or a college admissions test. Thirteen states have

established a qualifying minimum grade point average, while 11 states

require both. All 50 states approve the content of teacher education

programs and 38 of them establish minimum course hour requirements in

general education, professional studies and subject specialty.

Most states have multi-level certification which consists of initial,

or entry-level, certification for individuals entering the teaching

profession for the first time and a variety of procedures (such as

certification renewal or advanced certificaticn levels) for the further

licensing of teachers.

The only universal requirement for entry-level certification is the

completion of an approved program. Thirty-five states have established a

testing requirement as well. These states vary considerably, however in

the areas tested (such as basic skills, general knowledge, professioni.1

knowledge and/or knowledge of teaching specialty), the tests used, and the

minimum standards set for passing. As is shown in Figure 3, a-zplicants for

certification are tested in basic skills (25 states) , general knowledge (15
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Figure 3

Areas Tested for Completion of Teacher Education
and Certification , 1986-87
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states), professional knowledge (21 states), and/or knowledge of the

teacher's specialty area (23 states).

States use different test instruments to evaluate the capabilities of

aspiring teachers and often set different passing scores for the same test.

Eight states use their own tests, six use the Pre-professional Skills Test

(PPST) , 15 use the National Teachers Examination (NTE) Core Battery and 13

use NTE Specialty Area tests. Qualifying scores on the national tests

vary. For example, the passing scores on the NTE Programs Test of

Communication Skill:: range from a low of 636 to a high of 653 on a scale

that can extend from 600 to about 690. The passing scores on the Specialty
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Area test, Education in the Elementary School, range from a low of 480 to a

high of 600 on a scale that can extend from 250 to 990.

Thirteen states also supervise and evaluate a beginning teacher's

classroom performance before granting regular certification or plan to

implement such a program. In these states, teachers receive provisional

certification when they complete their teacher preparation programs and

meet other state requirements. They are formally assessed on their

teaching performance during their first year(s) in the classroom as full-

time teachers. In a typical situation, the beginning teacher is observed

and evaluated two or three times a year, using a state-developed instrument

that covers classroom management, interpersonal skills, professional

standards, etc. The evaluators, who are trained in this procedure, may

recommend that the teacher (1) receive regular certification, (2) partici-

pate in in-service training and be re-evaluated or (3) not be certified.

Only three states, Massachusetts, Missouri and New Jersey, grant a

permanent license to first-year teachers, but nine other states provide

lifetime licenses to teachers who hold an advanced certificate. The

remaining 38 states require teachers to renew their certific..tes on a

regular basis and, with the exception of Tllinois, base recertification on

years of teaching experience, and/or completion of additional formal

education and/or in-service training.

Twenty states require teachers to participate in staff development

programs. In most cases, these activities fulfill some recertification

requirements.

Between 1984-85 and 1986-87, ten states added testing to their

requirements for successfully completing a teacher education program and/or
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being certified to teach, while two states added a beginning teacher

internship requirement. Three states added a standardized test to the

entrance requirements for their teacher education programs.

School District Standards

Data were collected on three kinds of school district standards:

minimum length of the school year, minimum length of the school day, and

state-mandated curriculum. A majority of the states (29) require that

students attend school a minimum of 180 days. Another 20 states have

mandated shorter school years, but all but one have at least a 175-day

school year. Two states will increase the length of their school year to

180 days by 1990. A third state offers financial incentives to local

school districts that lengthei. their school years from the state minimum of

175 days to 180 days.

Forty-five states require students to attend school a minimum number

of hours a day. In some cases, the minimum includes non-instructional

time; in others it does not, making direct comparisons across states

difficult. In general, the length of the school day increases as students

get older. The minimum school day is less than 5 hours for children in

grades 1-3 in 13 states, but is less than 5 hours for secondary school

students in only four states. (See Figure 4.) Nine states require

children in the primary grades (1-3) to attend school at least 6 hours,

while this requirement affects high school students in 20 states. Three

states provide additional state aid to school districts that lengthen their

school day beyond the state minimum.
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Figure 4

State Requirements for Minimum Length of the
School Day,, 1986-87

50

40
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Grades 1 - 3 Grades 4 6 Grades 7 - 12

Not specified

t Less than 5 hrs .

5 - 5.9 hrs.

6 hrs. or more

The state role in curriculum development has shifted in the last

decade from one of technical assistance to one of mandating courses of

study, performance objectives and, increasingly, course content. States

were asked about the existence of state-mandated curriculum for elementary

and secondary education and subject areas covered by such mandates. Eight

states responded that they mandate minimum course content in either the

elementary or secondary school courses of study. Fourteen more states

establish learning objectives or learning outcomes for most subject areas

and require local school districts to incorporate these objectives and
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outcomes, as well as any state-prescribed student performance standards,

into locally-developed curricula. Seven states develop model curricula or

curricular guides for use by local school districts, but do not require

LEAs to adopt them. Finally, 14 statez_ define subject areas and the number

and types of courses that must be taught in all elementary and secondary

schools.
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Summary

In the two years immediately following the publication of A Nation at

Risk and other national reports criticizing American elementary and

secondary education, most, if not all states, enacted some educational

reform measures. In the period 1984-85 through 1986-87, state education

reform activity slowed. States continued to expand student and teacher

testing requirements, however. Two states initiated statewide student

testing programs and a dozen states expanded the scope of their testing

programs. Two of these states mandated trie assessment of incoming

kindergarten or first grade students. Thirteen states added testing to

their requirements for entering or completing a teacher education program

or for teacher certification.

As a result of this activity, 44 states now test (or require local

school districts to test) elementary and secondary school students, 45

states impose high school course work requirements, and 38 states require

aspiring teachers to pass a state-prescribed, standardized test at some

point before being certified to teach. Yet, the substance and structure of

these requirements vary widely across the country. The next section

describes in greater detail the standards in effect in each of the 50

states in 1986-87.
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State Profiles

This section of the report describes in detail state-prescribed

educational standards in effect in the 1986-87 school year for each of the

states. Forty-eight states provided updated information on their state

policies. If a state did not respond to our request for more current data,

we included their 1984-85 profile with a notation under the state's name.

The categories covered in the profiles are:

Student Standards

o Testing
o High School Graduation Requirements
o Attendance

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation
o Certification and Relicensing
o Staff Development

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)
o Length of School Day (minimum)
o Curriculum
o Other
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ALABAMA

Student Standards

o Testing

Students in grades 3, 6, and 9 take basic skills tests in mathematics,

reading, language and handwriting. The basic skill competencies and
performance standards are established by the state and test results are
used to identify students needing remedial help. This testing program

culminates with the Alabama High School Graduation Examination (AHSGE).

(See below.)

o High School Graduation Requirements

Students graduating prior to 1988-89 must complete 4 years of English,

3 years of social studies, 2 years of mathematics, 1 year of science and 3

1/2 years of health and physical education. A total of 20 units is

required for graduation. Students completing high school in 1988-89 and

thereafter may obtain a new standard or an advanced diploma. The new

standard diploma requires one additional unit of science; 1/2 year home and

personal management; 1/2 year health education; 1 year physical education;

and 9 electives, for a total of 22 units. In addition, students are

required to attain computer literacy by participation in related

coursework.

The advanced diploma requires (beyond new standard diploma require-

ments) 2 units of any one foreign language; 1 of social studies; 1 of

science; and 1 of mathematics. The additional 5 units required reduce

electives to 4, for a total of 22 units. Students are encouraged to

complete additional units.

Graduates of the Class of 1985 and thereafter must pass the AHSGE, a

basic skills test in mathematics, reading and language in order to graduate

from high school. The test, which is given first in the fall semester of

llth grade, was first administered in 1983-84. Every student has four

opportunities to pass the test.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Admission to teacher education programs is based on qualifying scores

on the SAT or ACT, a minimum grade point average, and a passing score on

the Alabama English Language Proficiency Test. Students must meet a

minimum grade point average to complete the program.
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Alabama

o Certification and Relicensing

All candidates for certification must pass the appropriate test(s) of
the Alabama Initial Teacher Certification Testing Program after completing
an approved teacher education program.

Three classes of certification are available (Class B, A, and AA)
based on the type of degree obtained (bachelor's, master's or sixth year)
and amount of teaching experience. Initial certification is valid for 8 to
10 years. Continuation of certification requires earning additional
credits or a prescribed number of years of successful full-time experience
and participation in an approved professional development program.

o Staff Development

Participation in an approved professional development program is
required for continuation of a teaching certificate. Local school
districts determine in-service training needs and submit staff development
plans to the State Department of Education for approval.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (Minimum)

175 days

o Length of School Day (Minimum)

Six hours, including lunch breaks and class change time. Trstruction
must take place a minimum of 360 minutes per day.

o Curriculum

Curriculum is mandated for both elementary and srcondary education
through courses of study which are provided by the State Department of
Education.
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ALASKA

Student Standards

o Testing

At the present time, there is no stat-wide assessment program. Local

districts are required to develop assessment programs.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Students must complete 21 units, including 4 of English, 3 of social

studies, 2 each of mathematics and science and I of health and physical
education.

o Attendance

Students .ust attend school from age 7 through 15.

o Other

In order to participate in extracurricular activities, students must
pass all of their courses in the previous semester with a minimum grade of

D.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

All candidates for certification must complete an approved teacher

education program.

Initial certification is valid for 5 years. Certificate renewal

requires teachers to earn 6 additional credits during the 5-year life of

the certificate.

o Staff Development

Most local school districts require staff devrlopment programs and all

districts are allocated 10 in-service days a year. In-service courses are

approved by the State Department of Education if the district applies for

one of the 10 days of released time for in-service training.
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Alaska

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades K-3: 4 hours
Grades 4-12: 5 hours

o Curriculum

The state department of education is developing a model curriculum in
all subjects for grades K-12 under mandate from the State Board of
Education. Local districts may adopt or adapt this curriculum, but must
have a curriculum adopted by the local governing board.

W
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ARIZONA

Student Standards

o Testing

Students in grades 1 through 12 are tested annually in reading,
grammar, and mathematics. The test is a nationally standardized norm-
referenced instrument.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, graduating seniors must complete 3 years of English, 2
years of social studies, 1 year each of mathematics and science, a single

semester course on essentials of the free enterprise system, and a total of

18 units. Starting with the Class of 1987, students will need to take a
total of 20 units for a high school diploma, including 1 additional year
eech of English, mathematics and science.

o Curriculum

Beginning with the 1986-87 school year, students must meet minimum
competency requirements for promotion from grade to grade and exit from

grades 3, 8, and 12.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 8 through 16 and complete the

10th grade.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Selection into state teacher education programs is the responsibility
of individual institutions based on student grade point average and
performance on the Pre-Professional Skills Test. A passing score on the

basic skills and professional knowledge components of the Arizona Teacher
Proficiencv Exam is required of all others for certification.

o Certification and Relicensing

Initial certification is valid for 8 years, after which teachers will
have to obtain a master's degree or 40 additional credits. A program of
first year on-the-job evaluations of teachers by master teachers was pilot

tested in 14 school districts.
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Arizona

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

175 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2 hours
Grades 1-3: 4 hours
Grades 4-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-8: 6 hours
Grades 9-12: 4 courses
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ARKANSAS

Student Standards

o Testing

Since the 1981-82 school year, the state has been testing all students
in the 4th grade and a sample in the 3rd, 6th and 8th grades in reading and
mathematics. The State Board of Education sets minimum performance goals
for diagnostic and monitoring purposes. Results cannot be used for grade

placement or promotion. By June 1987, however, all students in grades 3, 6

and 8 will be tested in reading and mathematics and in the latter two
grades in language arts, social studies and science. The state-developed
tests will be used as diagnostic tools in the 3rd and 6th grade and as a

promotion exam for 8th graders. These tests will also be used to monitor

school performance. If fewer than 85 percent of students in a school meet
state-established minimum standards, the school must participate in a
state-administered school improvement program.

o 1lih School Graduation Requirements

Beginning in the 1987-88 school year, high school students must
complete 20 units of courses to receive a high school diploma. The courses

must include 4 years of English, 3 years of social studies (or 2 years of

social studies and 1 year of practical arts), 3 years of mathematics and 2
years of science (or 2 of mathematics and 3 of science) , 1/2 year of

physical education, 1/2 year of health education, and 1/2 year of fine

arts. In addition, each high school senior must take at least 3 academic

courses during the senior year.

o At',:endanee

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16. Starting in 1987,

students cannot leave school until their 17th birthday. While kindergarten

is not mandatory, all districts must offer a kindergarten program to all

who wish to attend.

o Other

Each local school district is required to have policies on discipline
and homework in place by June 1987.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparrition

Criteria for admission to teacher education programs are established
by the State Board of Education. Minimum grade point average and test

scores (NTE) are used to evaluate students completing these programs.

NCATE (National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education) is also

required.
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Arkansas

Teacher Education candidates shall take the NTE Pre-Professional
Skills Test (PPST). Teacher education institutions shall maintain an 80
percent pass rate on the Professional Knowledge test of the NTE Core
Battery and an percent pr,ss rate on each NTE Specialty Area test.

o Certification and Relicensing

Since February 1983, all candidates for certification must pass the
NTE Core Battery and Specialty Area tests. Passing scores are established
by the State Board of Education. A Standard Certificate is valid for 6
years (10 years with a Master', degree) and can be renewed with additional
credits or 2 years teaching experience. Under legislation signed into law
in 1984, all Arkansas teachers must pass a basic skills test in reaGing,
mathematics and writing before June 1987 in order to retain their
certification. Persons who fail to comply with this law will be required
to meet the initial certification requirements.

o Staff Development

Local school districts must develop and implement staff development
and inservice training plans based on local needs and State Department of
Education goals. There are two statewide staff development programs, one
for teachers and one for administrators. The voluntary "Program for
Effective Teaching" was initiated by the State Department of Education in
1979 and concentrates on improving the skills of teachers and colleges of
education faculty.

School and School District Standards

o Accreditation

If a local school district does not com7lv with new accreditation
tandard'. by Julft: It wiII b disLmlved and anne::ed to another

district in accordanu- with th: provisions or the Quality Education Act of.

LetiTh of Scllool ier (wihimum)

The miniw,m school year will be 1;8 days in 198/ and must be 180 day5,
by 1990. The requireffen, for teachers is 185 in 1987 and lot) days in P'Sq.

LenE,th of Schoci flv nimum)

The minimum lenc7th of a school day will he ').') hours in June 108/. In

addition, high 5;c5oo1 credit:, ran be given only for courses that meet a

minirpum ol 22-, minutes per week (2r) for lalioratorv and vocational courses)
for the full school vpit.
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Arkansas

o Curriculum

Each accredited school must use course content guides developed by the

State Department of Education as minimum standards. The K-8 basic skills

continuum is used as the basis for setting minimum performance course

content. All accredited high schools must offer a set list of offeringi

established by the state. The number of required offerings has been
increased from 24 to 38 units. In 1987, at least 30 of these courses must
be provided each year, with all 38 units offereL1 at least once every two

years.

0 Other

Schuols must have an averare class size [ratio) of 23:1 in gvades 1-3

in 1987 and 2'):1 in rrades 4-c. Required ratios for guidance counselors

are 450:1 for h101 !A2hoo1s, 600:1 for elementary students in 1987 and 450:1

for elementary students in 1-189. Teachers in grades 7-12 will have no more

than 150 student dav with a limit of 30 per class.
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CALIFORNIA

Student Standards

o Testing

Students take a statewide test once between grades 3 and 6 in reading
comprehension, writing and computation skills, and in 8th and 12th grades
in reading, mathematics, science and history. The state supplies
performance indicators and examples of minimum standards but local school
districts set passing scozes for each of the general areas tested. The

state assessment program is one factor used to target state compensatory
education aid. Legislation in 1983 established the Golden State High
School Achievement Tests to select high school seniors for honors at
graduation. These tests are in the developmental stage, as are competency
tests for 10th grade students.

High,School Graduation Requirements

California abolished statewide course requirements for a high school
diploma in 1969 and reinstated them in 1983. Effective with the Class of
1987, graduating seniors must complete 3 Years each of English, and social
studies, 2 years each of mathematics, science and physical education, and 1
year of either fine arts or a foreign language. The State Board of
Education al:) adopted model graduation requirements in 1983 which require
1 additional year of English, mathematics, and foreign language, 1 year of
visual or performing aets and 1/2 year of computer studies.

Students most pass their local school district's minimum competency
test before they Rraduate from high school.

At:;en(1,-Inc

IPU.5..t. at t

,

te.hool from age 6 through 16.

Legisl it inn passed in 1q,93 gives teachers the authority to require
suspended students to make up missed work, permits local school districts
to adopt policies to fail studcnts for excessive absences, requires
diericts to establish promotion and retention policies, provides for
mandatory expulsion and suspension of students for serious violations, and
gives mor school adHnistrators the authority to suspend students.

Teauher !;tandards

o Teacher Preparation

e!,t, Mished, and vary, hv institution.
Stodentt, are reqoird to LtLe the California ilasic Education Skills lest

pri,, t teaeher edneation programe, however.
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California

Although the law requires that the test be used for diagnostic purposes,
some institutions may require a passing score (as set by the state) before
a student is admitted to either a teacher education program or to student
teaching. Institutions are required to assess each teaching candidate
prior to recommending the students for the initial teaching credential.

o Certification and Relicensing

Applicants for a teacher trainee certificate must pass CBEST.
Preliminary certification is granted for 5 years. A Clear Credential is
issued after completion of a fifth year of study and other specified
courses. Until September 1985, a life credential will be issued to
individuals who have completed two years of teaching with the Clear
Credential. After that date, teachers must complete 150 hours of staff
development during each 5 year cycle as a condition for renewing this
credential. High schools may hire teacher trainees who possess a
bachelor's degree but no professional teacher training. These trainees
must pass the CREST tests, have an individualized training program and be
assisted by a mentor teacher.

o Staff Development

As noted above, staff development is a requirement for certification
renewal. Certified teachers will be evaluated at least biannually.
Inservice programs are offered by the state through teacher, resource, and
professional development centers; county and district offices; and
institutions of higher education. Up to 5 percent of a school district's
teachers may receive state-funded awards to improve their instructional
abilities.

School and School District Standards

I. h y,-, (11, nip:um)

The minimum school year is 175 days, but districts that lengthen their
school ve:Ir to 180 days qualify for additional state funding.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

School districts will also receive a financial bonus if they increase
;Ile instructional time in the school day from 4 to 5 hours in grades 4-8
and from 4 to 6 hours in grades 9-12. These increases can be phased-in
over thri'e years, starting in 1 -85.

t:urriculum

lhe :,tate will ,st.iblish curriculum r,oals for each of the courses

mandated for hir,h school v,rAdnation.
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COLORADO

Student Standards

o Testing

Local school districts have the option of testing students for
competency purposes. The scope of the tests is determined locally and
school districts decide whether to use these tests as a requirement for
high school graduation. If a test is used as a graduation requirement,
districts must provide remediation to students not passing the test. Also,

it must be given twice ea h school year beginning in the ninth grade.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Local school districts determine the number and type of courses
required for high school graduation and the use of competency requirements.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Admission to teacher education programs is based on students ranking
in the top two quartiles of the high school class, having a minimum
composite score of 19 on the ACT or 950 on the SAT or having a GPA of 2.5
for the most recent 30 semester hours of college work, and a passing score
on the California Achievement Test and an oral test.

An institutional recommendation is required to complete teacher

certification. Some institutions of higher education have established
additional admissions standards.

o Certification and Relicensing

Effective January 1987, the three year Provisional (Type P)
Certificate became the initial certificate to be issued to applicants
entering teaching, administration, ot .pecial services. The Provisional

Certificate is a prerequisite to the issuance of subsequent five year

Colorado certificates: General Teacher (Type A); Professional Teacher
(Type B); Vocational Teacher (Type C); Administrator (Type D); and Special
Services (Type E). To obtain the Provisional Certificate, applicants must
meet the requirements for the desired subsequent certificate. The

individual must then complete three years of satisfactory teaching
experience while holding the Provisional Certificate to be eligible to
convert to a subsequent certificate.
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Colorado

All certificates are renewable, and the Provisional Certificate is
convertible to a subsequent certificate with 6 semester hours or equivalent
of college/university and local district approved in-service credit.

o Staff Development

Staff development is not required by the state. A maximum of 4 hours
of in-service credits can be used to meet certificate renewal requirements.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

176 days

o Lenge of School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-6: 5.5 hours (excluding lunch)
Grades 7-12: 6 hours (excluding lunch)

o Curriculum Requirements

Elementary/Middle School/Junior High. The program of studies must
include, but is not limited to: language arts, social studies, science,
mathematics, fine arts, health and safety, and physical education.

Senior High. The program of study must include at least 30 units of
work appropriately distributed among the following: language arts, social
studies, science, mathematics, foreign language, fine arts, vocational and
practical arts, health and safety, and physical education.



39

CONNECTICUT

Student Standards

o Testing

Prior to the 1985-86 school year, the state mandated that local school

districts test students in three consecutive grades between 2 and 8 in

reading, mathematics and language arts. The districts chose the test used

and set performance standards. A statewide basic skills test was also

given to all 9th graders in the same three areas. In 1984, legislation wa

passed that replaced this testing program with the Connecticut Mastery

Testing Program. Program testing began in grade 4 in 1985-86 and grades 6

and 8 in 1986-87. The tests, which also cover reading, mathematics and
language arts, including a writing sample, are used for monitoring and

diagnostic purposes and to identify students who are eligible to
participate in the state-funded compensatory education program. The state

does not set minimum competency standards for promotion or graduation.

o High School Graduation Requirements

The graduating class of 1987 was required to complete 18 credits.

Statutes were amended in 1984 to require the class of 1988 to complete 20

credits when all school districts are required by law to impose the minimum

graduation requirements which include 4 credits in English, 3 credits each

in mathematics and social studies, 2 credits in science, and I credit each

in physical education and vocational education. Local school districts are

to determine what courses are applicable to meet the minimum requirements.

The primary orientation of the curriculum of applicable credits must be

directly related to the subject matter of the specified courses.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

In 1986 and 1987, the state legislature passed several laws mandating

a series of teacher assessments to ensure that each beginning teacher has:

(1) essential skills in reading, writing, and mathematics; (2) subject

knowledge competence; and (3) professional knowledge competence. Effective

July 1, 1986, individuals seeking formal admission to teacher preparation

programs, as well as certification candidates currently seeking initial

certification, must fulfill the Connecticut Competency Examination for

Prospective Teachers (CONNCEPT) which addresses essential skills.
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Connecticut

o Certification and Relicensing

Subject matter testing (CONNTENT) is currently being phased in and
will be completed no later than May 1, 1990. This requirement affects
individuals seeking an initial educator certificate, as well as currently
employed teachers seeking additional subject area endorsements.

The assessment of professional knowledge competence is also currently
being developed and is scheduled to be implemented in the 1989-90 school
year. Assessment is accomplished through the Beginning Educator Support
and Training Program, Connecticut's comprehensive induction program for
beginning teachers. Its two components include: (1) support through the
assignment of a mentor teacher to each beginning teacher, and (2)
assessment for provisional certification. In addition to professional
knowledge clinical assessments, the state is currently developing
assessment center approaches for evaluating a teacher's subject
matter/pedagogical knowledge through the use of semi-structured
interviews. The new state assessment approach is being developed in
partnership with the California State Department of Education and the
Carnegie-funded Stanford University Teacher Assessment Project.

o Staff Development

In accordance with 1984 legislation, ongoing and systematic
professional development is a major commitment of the State Board of
Education. The centerpiece of this effort is the State Department of
Education's Institute of Teaching and Learning. During the 1986-87 school
year, courses were offered in a number of instructional areas. The

Institute also presented conferences and workshops on topics related to
regular and special student needs.

A new and significant program of the Institute, the Connecticut
Principal's Academy, was initiated during the 1986-86 school year. The

program provides workshops and conferences aimed at improving the skills of
public school principals. There are also numerous professional development
activities at the local district level. In 1986-87 each district
implemented their five year plan aimed at meeting the needs of its teachers
and administrators. Each plan was developed by local boards of education
with the advice and assistance of the teachers employed in the district.

School and School D:strict Standards

o Length of School Dav (minimum)

At least 4 hours of school work. Minimum class periods are 40
minutes.

,
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Connecticut

o length of School Year (minimum)

180 days and 900 hours of actual school work.

o Curriculum

In January 1987 the State Board of Education adopted Connecticut's
Common Core of Learning, "as its standard of an educated citizen and as its

policy on the skills, knowledge, and attitudes that are expected of public

secondary school graduates." The Common Core includes specific student

outcomes in three areas. The first is "Attributes and Attitudes" and
includes self-concept, motivation and persistence, responsibility and self-

reliance, intellectual curiosity, interpersonal relations, sense of

community, and moral and ethical values. The second area, "Skills and

Competencies," includes reading, writing, speaking, listening, quantitative
skills, reasoning and problem solving, and learning skills. The third

area, "Understandings and Applications," includes the arts, careers and

vocations, cultures and languages, history and social science, literature,

mathematics, physical development and health, science and technology.

The Common Core is not a curriculum. Each district's curriculum will
be more comprehensive and specific, including a wide range of learning
experiences and instructional strategies. The Common Core is a statement
of the student outcomes expected to result from the entire K-12 school

experience. It was developed to influence curriculum by generating
discussion and stimulating change in school programs, student objectives,

resource allocations, and teaching. The Common Core is neither a state

mandate nor a condition for graduation. It provides a statement of

expectations and a catalyst for school improvement.
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DELAWARE

Student Standards

o Testing

Students must be certified as having met minimal performance
requirements by their local school district as a requirement for high

school graduation (see below).

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, graduating seniors must complete 4 years of English, 3

years of social studies, 1 year each of mathematics and science, 1 1/2

years of health and physical education and a total of 18 units. Starting

with the Class of 1987, 19 units will be required for graduation, including

an additional year of mathematics and of science. The state also recom-

mends that college-bound students take 3 years each of mathematics, science

and foreign language and 1/2 credit of computer programming or computer

science.

Students must also be certified as having met the minimal performance

requirements in reading, writing and mathematics. The State Department of

Education established the competencies and local districts set the

performance level required for these competencies. This requirement was

first applied to the Class of 1981.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 15. Legislation passed

in 1984 mandates kindergarten attendance.

o Other

Student athletes must pass four regular courses, including two core

courses, to be eligible for interscholastic sports.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Admission criteria for teacher education programs are set by

individual institutions.

o Certification and Relicensing

Effective July 1983, candidates for the initial teaching certificate

must pass the Pre-Professional Skills Test covering reading, writing and

mathematics. This certificate is valid for 5 years. The Professional

Status Certificate is issued after 3 years of teaching experience and is

valid for as long as the teacher teaches in the same area.
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Delaware

o Staff Development

The State Department of Education coordinates a large offering of
inservice programs conducted by the state and local school districts.
State approved inservice programs can be used as part of the credit
requirements to advance on the statewide salary schedule.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days 185 teacher days

o Length of School day (minimum)

6 hours for grades 1-12, exclusive of lunch

o Curriculum

Local school districts must incorporate the state-established basic
skills performance competencies for high school graduation into their
overall elementary, middle, junior and senior high school curricula with
each school district certifying students as meeting the requirements.
Program objectives and performance standards have been developed for all
courses and subject areas, grades K-12.
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FLORIDA

Student Standards

o Testing

The State Student Assessment Test (SSAT) has assessed student
performance in selected basic skill areas and in functional literacy since

1977-78. Part I (SSAT-I) tests students in grades 3, 5, 8 and 10 in

reading, writing and mathematics, based upon statewide minimum student
performance standards in these areas. Test results ai-e used to monitor

student performance, to identify students in need of rmediation and to

allocate state compensatory education aid.

Functional literacy is measured by Part II (SSAT-II) of the test,
which measures the ability of 10th grade students to apply knowledge in

communications skills and mathematics to realistic situations. Passing

SSAT-II is a high school graduation requirement. Students have five

opportunities to pass SSAT II, once while in the tenth grade, during the

two administrations while llth graders and the two administrations while

12th graders. If the student still has not passed the test, the student

may enroll in adult courses after receiving a certificate of completion

from high school. No graduation diploma is awarded until SSAT II is

passed.

Statewide student performance standards have been developed in science

and computer literacy for grades 3, 5, 8 and 11. Work is progressing in

the development of performance standards in social studies. Statewide

student performance standards of excellence in mathematics, science, social

studies and writing have been approved by the SBE and each of Florida's 67

school districts is required to adopt policies to ensure that appropriate

students receive instruction based upon these standards. These standards

of excellence are designed for students who excel in academic performance.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Prior to enactment of legislation in 1983, Florida had no statewide

high school graduation requirements and course requirements were
established by local school districts. The Classes of 1985 and 1986 must

complete a minimum of 22 credits, including 3 credits each in mathematics,

science, and English. For the 1986-87 school year and thereafter, seniors

will need to complete a minimum of 24 credits, including 4 in English, 3

each in mathematics, science (2 of which must have a laboratory component),

and social studies, and 1/2 credit each in vocational education, performing

fine arts, life management skills and physical education. No more than 9

credits in remedial and compensatory courses may be counted as elective

credits toward graduation. In addition, effective for the 1988-89 school

year, students must maintain a 1.5 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0

scale in required courses counted as credit for graduation.

Passing the SSAT-1I (see Testing above) has been a requirement for

high school graduation since 1983.
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Florida

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 16. In order to ensure
that students spend more time in high school, 1983 legislation funded
additional dollars for students in grades 9-12 to attend 7 periods per day
starting in 1983-84 on a voluntary basis.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Prospective teacher education students must achieve a state-
established minimum score on the SAT or ACT and meet minimum grade point
average and other requirements set by individual institutions. Schools may
waive the testing requirement for 10 percent of their applicants who may be
admitted on a probational basis and provided with remedial services.
Starting in August 1985, high school teachers must take a minimum of 30
semester hours in upper division specialization courses outside the school
of education.

o Certification and Relicensing

Since 1980, teaching candidates must pass the Florida Teacher
Certification Exam which measures basic skills, professional education
competencies and writing skills. Before receiving an initial certificate
valid for 5 years, beginning teachers must complete a year-long Beginning
Teacher Program. This program, which was implemented in 1982, requires one
year of supervision and the evaluation of a number of generic competencies
through a "performance measurement system." Additional credits or inservice
in lieu of credits are required for recertification.

() St;IfL iVv(' lopwvnt

Local school district inservice education programs are required and
approved programs are funded by the state. Inservice activities are
coordinated with the annual evaluationf, of all Leacher and principals and
inservice points may be used for recertification.

School and School District Standards

o LenE.,th of 5 uh,,o1 sinr (piniimim)

180 days
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Florida

o Leng.th of School Day Cminimum)

K: 3 hrs.

Grades 1-3: 4 hrs.

Grades 4-12: 5 hrs.

Districts are given a financial incentive to offer six 60-minute
periods or seven 50-minute periods, rather than the existing six, 50-minute

periods.

o Curriculum

The state now requires that all districts adopt student performance
standards for each academic course in grades 9-12 required for high school

graduation. These standards will augment state-adopted minimum student
performance standards established for grades 3, 5, b, and 11. (See section

on Student Testing.) Curriculum frameworks developed by the State
Department of Education are designed to ensure greater consistency in
curriculum and instruction across school districts.

Legislation passed in 1983 is designed to ensure Minimum Student
Performance Standards in computer literacy. Computer literacy must be
integrated into the curriculum of grades 4-8 where resources exist. High

schools are advised to offer cours?,s from a Computer Education Curriculum
Framework designed by the state.
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GEORGIA

Student Standards

o Testing

Georgia established a state testing program with the primary aim of
providing information to teachers, students, parents, citizens, and policy

and decision makers. Information is collected to answer questions
regarding the extent to which students are acquiring knowledge and skills
essential to further learning. The information is usPd to aid teachers and
administrators in instructional planning, to aid scudents and their parents
in personal decision making, and to aid both educators and the general
public in evaluating the effectiveness of educational program! .

With the implementation of tlw Oualitv B,isio Education Act (OP,L

the assessment program was revised and expanded to include criterion
referenced tests (CRTs) for all students in grades one, three, six, eight,
and ten (option grades: two and four). CRTs measure a student's
achievement of specific objectives based on the state curriculum, the
results of which primarily are used to customize each ruudcnt's learning
program with his or her specific needs.

Beginning 198/-88, all students aro as:;essed with a readiness t(st

prior to entering first grade. Passing the High School Basic Skills Tests
given in grade 10 is one of the requirements to receive a reular high

school diploma, and the third grade CRT is used as on( of the promotion

criteria for admisson to the fourth grae. In addition, norm reic.r(nced

tests are given to students in grades two, four, seven and nine The NRT

results primarily aro lif;ed tn compare !.¶u,lcult,, with thf.ir ty-Oion;i1 pckr.

o High School Graduation Requiroment5

Until June 1988, high school students must complete 20 units for

graduation, ineludior, 1 year,, of Engli,,h, 7' years of ,:ocial srudic,c,

years of mathematics ann 1 of science (or year ot mAtL1H-ttiis and ",) of

science), 2/3 of a year of health and physical education, and 1/'3 unit e.R.h

of citizenship, personal finance, free enterprise and career planning.

Beginning with toe Clas!, of !;tlid(nt!: will r,(u.d 71 unitf;, inYludior

additio_al year of English, of mathematics or science, and of computer
technology, fine arts or vocational education. Graduating seniors must

also pass the Georgia basic Skills Test at some time betAeen lflth and 12th

grade. This criterion-referenced test. covers reading, mathematics and

problem-solving. The Class oi 1990 will also have to pass the writing

portion of the g Shill Ti

o 8ttend'in(2f:

Student h '1 tItci :-.(hof.1 I i-oht
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Teacher Standards

Prop,iir'sssit inn

Criteria for admission to teacher education programs have variod by
itv.titution, although the !-Jate :,ets a minimum grade point average for
wili t it how, fist NvI5-,t 1984 stst t standards for
mtmis:.ion to programs in s.tate colleges and universities will include a
lightly higher grade pDint average, pw.sing the Regents Examination, and

dC.monS.flated eompct,nce in communication,: skills.
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Georgia

School and School District SLandards

o Length of School Year (minimum).

A minimum of 180 days of instruction are required in each school year.
The minimum school year for teachers is 190 days. The State Board of
Education recently approved new standards that require local districts to
Lse no more than 3 days for school-sponsored, non-instructional activities
and to develop policies restricting student absences for school sponsored
activitie5 to no more than 10 days in a school year. These standards are
in effect for the 1987-88 school year.

1,01iLt II Of irpuin).

Gladc,, 1-i: hour!.

(,rade!.; ,c-12: 6 hours

o Curriculum

IrAs (urrewly basing instruction on the Basic Curriculum Content
for ueorgiA'r; luhlic ';chook (BCc). This document is a collection of
ohjectives bv gr.1,1c llvel in all academic areas for grades K-8 and a
collection of topics in all academic courses for grades 9-12, During 198/-
88, LEA,; rcview a ft v document, QuJlity Core Curriculum (QCC). In

108B-c-c, !he Q,:r; vi 1 1 he the mandated curriculum for grades K-12.



53

HAWAII

Student Standards

o Testing

Hawaii is developing a statewide competency-based testing program
focused on achievement in grades 3, 6, 8, and 10.

o High School Graduation Standards

Graduating seniors must complete 20 units, including 4 years each of
English and social studies, 2 years each of mathematics and science, 1-1/2
year of health and physical education and 1/2 year of guidance. In

addition, students must pass a test or demonstrate in another manner their
mastery of 15 competencies. Seniors must receive computer experience
before they graduate.

o Attendance

tudents win,t attend school from age 6 through 17.

o t)thol_

A 1°82 statewide disciplinary code defines student offenses and
specifies the actions to he taken.

Teacher Standards

r Prep;tration

Admis!don to teacher education programs varies by institution based on
minimum grade point nverage and test scores. A state-determined minimum

grade point ,v.'erage is rt'quired to collplete these programs.

o I o it if t ion and Poi ir ng

A 2 year initial certificate is granted to graduates of state-approved
teachor education programs who also pass the National Teachers Exam Gore
Battery awl St.ial Area tests. The Lc-Tinning teacher's performance is

observed at frequent intervals for this period. After completing 2 years

of sucLessLIJ teaching, an individual receives either a Basic Certificate

(/,-vear teacher education :Irograml or a Professional Certificate (fifth

yeal trachtr ( ducatien or a waster's deree),

f 1.10 01;rr.ti!

trAinior, L provided for all school employees. Inser...ic(

red be app lit d ilwrem,:nts , but Ira inhlr, ic Wit

!-; per if I f' I I ;f to ; f io ;it f. (11! W,11 .
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Hawaii

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of the School Day (minimum)

6 hours

o Curriculum

The state requires that local district curriculum focus on skills set
forth in the Foundation Program consisting of eight major learning
outcomes. The State Department of Education provides curriculum guidelines
for grades K-12.
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IDAHO

Student Standards

O Testillg

Local school districts must test all 6th, 8th, and llth grade students
on a standardized achievement test provided by the state. Scores are used

to compare achievement statewide and to develop remedial programs.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Starting with the Class of 1988, students must complete 5 years of
English (including 1 semester courses in speech and reading), 4 semesters
of social studies, 1 year of humanities, foreign language or fine arts, 1

year of physical education, 1 semester of economics, 2 years of science,

and 2 years of mathematics or computer science. The total credits required

have been increased from 18 to 20. Students must achieve a "C" average in

14 core requirements before a diploma is awarded.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15. High school

students must attend 90 percent of the class sessions to receive credit for
the course. The State Board of Education has asked local school districts
to establish attendance requirements for elementary school students.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to teacher education programs vary by
institution. Students must achieve a state-established minimum grade point

a,:erage to complete the programs.

o Certification and Reliconsing

Certification, granted upon completion of an approved teacher
education program, is valid for 5 years. Teachers must complete 6 credits

for recertification, half of which may be earned through inservice

programs. An advance(1 certificate, also valid for 5 ..,ears, requires a

master's degree for a fifth year of education.

O StAl DevelOpn'llt

Local school districts must develop and implment District
Profcs!,ional Development Plans which are submitted and approved annually.
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Idaho

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-3: 270 minutes per day
Grades 4-6: 300 minutes per day
Grades 7-12: 330 minutes per day

All high school students must maintain a 6 period schedule, even if they
have satisfied high school graduation requirements.

o Other

The legislature has asked all local school districts to develop
disciplinary policies.

,
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ILLINOIS
(1984-85 Profile)

Student Standards

o Testing

Local school districts are advised to assess students in reading and

mathematics at least twice in elementary school and once in high school.

Proficiency standards and assessment instruments are determined by the

districts. The State Board of Education does not require or endorse the

use of minimum competency tests. It encourages districts to use multiple

criteria in evaluating student performance.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Through the Class of 1987, students must complete 3 years of English,

1 year of social studies and a total of 16 units to graduate. Additional

requirements are determined by local school boards. Legislation enacted in

1983 requires students in the Class of 1988 to take 3 years of English, 2

each of social studies and mathematics, 1 of science, 1 of foreign

language, fine arts or vocational education, 4 years of physical education

and 1 semester of health education.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

The use of tests and minimum grade point averages for admission to and

completion of teacher education programs varies by institution. The state

is reviewing its standards on admission, retention and recommendation for

certification to make more rigorogs and uniform the standards used by the

58 teacher education institutions.

o Certification and Relicensing

Upon completion of an approved teacher education program, teachers

receive a Standard Certificate which is renewable every 4 years through

registration and payment of fees.

o Staff Development

Although there are no state inservice training requirements, all local

school districts and regional State Department of Education staff provide

inservice/staff development programs.
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Illinois

School and School District Standards

o Length of Sch-ol Year (minimum)

176 days of actual pupil attendance

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grade 1: 4 hours
Grades 2-12: 5 hours
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INDIANA

Student Standards

o Testing

Each school corporation is required to maintain a current educational

improvement program of evaluation and follow-up in the subject matter areas

of reading, composition and spelling, mathematics, social studies, science,

and computer literacy. The educational improvement program includes
annually testing students at four grade levels (two in grades 1-6, one in

grades 7 and 8, and one in grades 9-12) in the areas listed above.

Performance standards are set locally and are for instructional improvement

only.

A statewide basic competency skills test is presently administered to

students in grades 3, 6, and 8 in the areas of mathematics, reading

comprehension, and composition. Minimum acceptable test scores arc set by

the State Board of Education. Students scoring below the minimum

acceptable scores are required to participate in a remediation program.

Beginning with the 1987-88 school year, a new statewide test of

educational progress will be implemented in grades 1, 2, 3, 6, 8, 9 and

11. It will replace the current statewide basic competency skills ,esting

and remediation program. ISTEP (Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational

Progress) will test students in English/language arts, mathematics, social

studies, and science. The State Board of Education will adopt state

achievement standards for mathematics and English/language arts for grades

1-8. Students scoring below the state achievement standards (yet no more

than 16 percent of the state's students) will be required to attend a

summer remediation program. A waiver of the remediation program is

available in certain instances. Any student who, after summer remediation

and retesting, still scores below the state standards must be retained for

one school year. A waiver of the retention requirement is also available

in limited instances.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1989, graduating high school seniors must complete 3 years of

English, 2 of social studies, 1 each of mathematics, science and basic

physical education, 1/2 year of health and safety (total 16 units) plus 16

credits earned as electives from these and other areas of study, for a

total of 32 units. Additionally, students must attend 7 semesters in

grades 9-12 in order to graduate. However, a waiver of this requirement is

available.

Effective with the Class of 1989, students must take an additional

year each of English, mathematics and science, (total 22 units), plus 16

credits of electives, for a total of 38 credits. The third year of a

foreign language can be substituted for the fourth year of English.
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Indiana

An academic honors diploma is available to those students in the class
of 1989 who earn 47 ,:redits as follows: 4 years of English and
mathematics, 3 or 4 years of a foreign language, 3 years of social studies
and s:ience 1 year of fine arts and basic physical education, 1/2 year of
healC1 and . Ifety (total 38 or 40 credits), plus 7 or 9 credits of
elect.ves. (Students in the class of 1988 are eligible for the academic
honors diploma if they have taken 2 years of one foreign language and met
all of the other requirements.) Additionally, only courses in which a
student has earned a grade of C or above may count toward an academic
honors diploma and only courses in the highest academic track may covnt
toward an academic honors diploma. A student's GPA must be a B or above.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to and completion of teacher education
programs vary by institution, although all institutions have developed
programs which incorporate the minimum standards established by the State
Board of Education.

o Certification and Relicensing

Graduates of approved teacher education programs receive an Initial
Standard License, valid for 5 years and which can be renewed for another 5
years with additional credits. Teachers may obtain professional licenses
upon completion of a master's:degree and 3 years teaching experience or may
renew the Initial Standard License every five years. The State Board of
Education has established a legislatively mandated system for license
renewal that does not require completion of a master's degree.

Starting in July 1985, applicants for the Initial Standard License had
to pass a teacher license examination which tested general knowledge and
professional knowledge. Beginning July 1986, applicants also had to pass
subject matter tests.

Effective April 1988, a school corporation may not employ an
individual with an initial Standard Licence unless the individual has
completed or is participating in a beginning teacher internship program or
has at least two years teaching experience outside of Indiana. The
beginning teacher internship program involves the appointment of a mentor
who evaluates the progress, strengths, and weaknesses of the beginning
teacher's skills and practices and provides guidance to the beginning
teacher in attaining excellence in teaching.



61

Indiana

o Staff Development

Local school districts design and offer their own inservice programs.
As part of the new licensing system, the State Board of Education has
developed a continuing education plan for teachers and administrators for
lifelong learning and professional development.

Beginning July 1987, each school corporation must develop and
implement a staff performance evaluation plan to evaluate the performance
of each certified employee. Each plan must provide for the improvement of
the performance of the individuals evaluated, must provide for the growth
and development of the individuals evaluated, must require periodic
assessment of the effectiveness of the plan, must provide for the
evaluation of non-permanent and semi-permanelt teachers, and may provide a
basis for making employment decisions.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

In 1986-87, the ininimum length of the school year was 175 days with no
requirement to make up snow days. For the 1987-88 year, the minimum
remains the same but snow days have to be made up. In 1988-89 the minimum

will be 180 days with snow days being made up.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 6 hours

o Curriculum

In 1988, each school's computer literacy curriculum must be reviewed
and updated (as part of every school's educational improvement program).

o Other

Legislation passed in 1987 established a performance-based
accreditation system, a performance-based awards program, an educational

opportunity program for at-risk students, a committee on educational
attitudes, motivation and parental involvement, and a loan repayment
program for minority teachers.
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IOWA

Student Standards

o Testing

There are currently no state testing requirements.

o High School Graduation Standards

The number and types of courses required for graduation from high

school are determined by local school boards. The state requires students

to complete 1-1/2 years of social studies and 1/8 unit of physical

education each semester a student is enrolled.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 to age 16.

o Other

Students must be earning 15 semester hours toward graduation in the

current semester and have earned 15 credits in the previous semester to be

eligible to participate in extracurricular activities.

Teacher Standards

o leacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education

programs are determined by individual institutions. The State Board of

Education, which is also the Board of Educational Examiners, approves the

curriculum of the teacher education protorams.

o Certification and Relicensing

Candidates for initial certification, which is valid for 10 years and

can he renewed with additional credits and inservice training, must

complete an approved teacher education program. The Permanent Certificate

requires a master's degree and 4 years of teaching experience. Effective

October 1, 1988, initial certification for teachers is valid for two years.
Subsequent certificates are issued for five year periods with additional

credits and inservice training. The permanent certificate will no longer

be issued after October 1988.

o Staff Development

Inser..ice traiming that is applied to certificate ren(wal mmt be

approved by the State Department of Education.
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Iowa

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Determined by local school boards. Proposed standards effective in
1989 require a minimum student instructional day of 5 1/2 hrs.

Other

The State Board of Education is currently revising its educational
standards with an t'ffcctive date of July 1, 1989 for local school
districts.



KANSAS

Student Standards

o Testing

Students in grades 2, 4, 6, 8 and 11 have taken statewide tests in
reading and mathematics since 1981-82. The results are used to provide a
descriptive profile of the students' minimum competency achievement. Atter

reviewing the 1982-83 testing program during che 1083-86 interim session,
the Legislature voted to continue the program for five years and change the
testing from grade 11 to grade 10.

o High School Graduation Reunirements

Until 1988, graduating seniors mw.t complete 4 yec-irn of Lriglish, / of

social studies, 1 each of mathematics and science, I of health and ply!Acil

education and a total of units. Starting with the Cla:.f ot 1098,

students will need an additional year each of social studies, mathematics
and science, for a total of 20 units. The Class of 1080 must complete 21

units (a unit increase in elect:ves). The State Boitrd of Lducation ale.o

defined college preparatory programs to include courses in mathematics,
science, foreign language and compute.rs.

o Attendance

Student.s 11.11c: t at t t I I rem a.e ; t ag( 16

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to teacher education programs vary hy

institution. S',uden::. (1H-ti;!, 111J ittl tc;

attain a minimum grade poiwe average and pass a basic !:kills test ,

Beginning in September students mast participate hi or 1, aptt,1

early riold hot r. cc orit r I I
caH",,-

o Certification and IN.licen!Huz

For initial cert if icat ion an appl icant must have completed a st.it.

approve'd teAcilei prp;r. Live a eumulaH.-.:c t;PA of / ,.0

scale; (.;kills Test and the Professional
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Kentuel-:

0 C.frt i i ion iit,(1

Effective January 1085, teaching candidates must pass the National
Teachers Examination and complete a one-year internship before receiving a
certificate that is good for 4 years. Thereafter, renewals are based on
acquisition of a Master's degree, other advanced training and experience.
Renewal!.., arc goud fur 5 Year periods.

c;t:tfj Developrent

Each local ,Ahool di!.trict S allocated 4 inf..ervice dav !. per year.

.1 1 t pl An'. .111 h,i!.ed on locallv-dc.termined needs and mil!:t he approved
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Kentucky

corrected over a specific time period. Districts that fail to meet

deadlines for irrprovement are placed in "academic receivership," and are

subject to nanagement intervention by the state and in extreme cases, to

removal of local ditrict leadership. 1985 and 1986 legislation provide

funding for managemen asistance to he provicid to the lowest performinr,

districN;



71

LOUISIANA

Student Standards

o Testing

Basic Skills Testing Program. Beginning in 1981-82, a statewide basic
skills testing program was initiated with criterion-referenced basic skills
tests in language arts and mathematics administered to students in second

grade. One grade a year was added to the testing program until 1984-85,
when the program was limited to grades 2 through 5.

In 1986, the basic skills testing program was redesigned to measure
proficiency in grade-level skills, rather than minimum proficiency skills.
The new criterion-referenced testing program, to be implemented in 1988-89,
will test students in grades 3, and 7.

Statewide minimum performance scores for the basic skills testing
program aro set annually by the State Department of Education, and

achievement on the tests is a principal factor in promotion and remediation
decisions.

Norm-Peferen,ed Testing Program. A local option norm-referenced

testing program vls implemented for 1986-87 only. Forty-six of the state's
66 school syste ms participated and will be reimbursed on a per pupil basis
for the cost of the local testing program. The local school systems will

report the ref,ults of the testing to the State Department of Education.

Boinning in 1(_08-X8, a single norm-referenced test will be

administcred ,t,itewide at a minimum of three grade levels. At the present

time, grades !4, and cl are being recommended.

Cr:lde II Proficiency Tef. An llth grade test, designed to meufc
proficiency in the core content subjects (English, mathematics, science,
and :-;ocial reTlired in L._,,_,indary wilt he implemented in

1088-8). The It stilts ale intended to (ertify students for a high school
diplora and to identify ateide nN; requiring remedial assistance.

SPr oh' 11 Tw,t. ln 11.6-8!, the state is participating tor

the second year, in the Southern Regional Education Board/National
Asf,essment of Educational Progrtss Grade 11 test, along with seven other

southern states. Approximately ,',000 Louisiana Gr ade 11 students are being

tested in mathenAtics and U.S. History. Moir performance will be yomp,re.:

to a nationll roim. a -,outheastern regional norm, and to other

Pity!, ry:Irt 1-;(reeninf-. Beginning with t he 1 (/8 - 88

tot the fitt time mt!,: he

giYen a lkitioniliv incur,nLyd .st. Local school svLitcms will

each a'. It it ile.trupfnt from !he list of approved instrulm.nt:;.
1, Alt.; ,.(1t-11;nr. h- fur pldrewent and fur pLinninv.

i cr.1 ci ,
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Louisiana

o High School Graduation Requirements

Beginning with the graduating class of 1989 (1986-87 incoming
freshmen), students must complete 4 units of English, 3 units of social
studies, 3 units of mathematics, 3 units of science, 2 units of health and
physical education, 1/2 unit of computer literacy, and 7 1/2 units of
electives, for a total of 23 units. Changes from prior years included
increasing the number of science units from 2 to 3, the number of social
studies units from 2 to 3, adding the 1/2 unit of computer literacy, and
reducing the number of allowed electives from 8 1/2 to 7 1/2. In addition
to increasing the number of units, the required courses in each area were
strengthened. Beginning in 1988-89, students must pass the llth Grade
Proficiency Test f(r graduation.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16. Legislation is
pending to change the compulsory attendance ages to 7 through 18 and to
change the date a child may enter the first grade of any public school to
six years old on or before December 31 of the calendar year in which the
school year begins. Since 1984, parents or legal guardians have been
allowed to apply to the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
for approval of a home study program for their children.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Prior to admission to a state college teacher education program,
applicants for teacher certification must take the General Knowledge and
tomvt:deation Skill Tots in the National Teach:2r Examinations Gore
Battery. In addition, applicants must have attained a 2.2 GPA on a 4.0
scale in all college course work attempted before gaining admission to such
progyams.

Applicants for certification at the secondary level must complete no
less than six semester hour'; in the teaching of reading, and for
certification at the elementary level, shall have completed no less than
nine semester hours ip the teaching of reading.

Applicanis mw,t ,T(Ild a minimum of 2/0 clock hours in student teaching
with at least 180 hours spent in actual teaching. Also, the applicant must
have completed a substantial proportion of the 180 hours of actual student
teachilu% on an all-dav

rpoo from ,fl! approved teacher tducation program, applicants

uotHt h tchit.ved 2 H tl'A on a 4.0 scale,
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Louisiana

o Certification and Relicensing

Since 1978, any person applying for initial certification as a t_acher
in a public school must have passed an examination that includes English
proficiency, pedagogical knowledge, and knowledge in the area of
specialization. The initial certificate is valid for 3 years and may be

renewed for an additional 3 years. Lifetime certification requires 3-5
years of teaching experience and additional credits depending on the type

of certificate sought.

o Staff Development

Local school systems may provide teacher inservice education programs
based on local needs. These programs are designed by local school district

staff. An Administrative Leadership Academy is being established to
develop, publicize, and implement workshops, courses, and activities for
school administrators whose positions require teacher certification. Every

principal assistant principal, and local school system central office
administrator who deals directly with instruction must earn 15 renewal
credits each five years served in an administrative position. Credits will

be earned for workshops sponsored by the Academy, college credit hours, and
positive evaluations in administrative positions. Training for prospective

administrators will also be provided.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days with no fewer than 175 days of instruction

o Length of School Day (minimum)

330 minutes of instructional time, exclusive of all recesses. School

boards may provide for a school day consisting of up to 360 minutes
instructional time, exclusive of all recesses.

o Other

Extracurricular activities may not be scheduled during instructional
time; local school districts may allow 3 days per school year for such

activities.
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MAINE

Student Standards

o Testing

The Maine Educational Assessment Program, begun in 1985-86, tests
students in grades 4, 8, and 11 in reading, writing, mathematics, social
studies, and science. This assessment, which is designed to provide
information on the achievement and progress of Maine students, replaces the
Maine Assessment of Educational Progress studies conducted since 1971 with
representative samples of students.

o High School Graduation Requirements

The number and distribution of courses required for high school
graduation prior to 1989 is determined by local boards of education, with
the state only requiring students to take 4 years of English and to receive
instruction in American history. Students graduating in 1989 must attain
by state regulation at least 16 credits of which the following are

required: 4 credits English; 1 credit each of American history, fine arts,
physical education, and social studies; 2 credits each of mathematics and
science; 1/2 credit each of health education and Maine studies; and
demonstrate proficiency in the use of computers. Local boards may require

more specific courses or credits.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16. Legislation passed

in 1984 mandates the provision of kindergarten.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education

programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

A Provisional Certificate is issued upon completion of an approved
teacher education program which is valid for 5 years and requires

additional credits for renewal. A Professional Certificate is valid for 10

years and can be obtained with 30 credits and 4 years of teaching

experience. 1984 legislation created a three-level program for teacher
preparation and certification, including a two-year nonrenewable
certificate for beginning teachers which emphasizes preparation through
internships. Starting in June 1985, teacher candidates will have to report

scores from the Core Battery section of the National Teacher Examinations

to qualify for certification.
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Maine

Regulations are being written to implement the Teacher Certification
Law of 1984 that will provide three levels of certification: Provisional,
Professional, and Master. Development of support groups to assist the
teacher in attaining the chosen certification level is also part of this
law.

o Staff Development

Local school districts plan, provide and fund staff development
programs. The State Department of Education evaluates and approves each
teacher's certification renewal plan, and inservice can be used for renewal
of a Provisional Certificate. Forthcoming regulations may change the
renewal of provisional certification.

School and School Districts Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days, including 5 days for inservice.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

5 hours

o Curriculum

The State Department of Education provides instructional objectives in
reading, English language arts, mathematics, science and social studies,
and test questions matched to these objectives and test scoring services to
those school districts that wish the assistance. Starting with the 1985-86
school year, high schools will be required to offer a two-year sequence of
a foreign language and a computer-literacy program, library instruction,
and vocational education. Elementary schools, in addition to the regular
course of study, will be required to offer fine arts, health education, and
Maine studies programs. While the strite does not mandate a particular
curriculum, a process for curriculum development entitled, "A Framework for
Curriculum Design: People, Process, Product" is recommended.
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MARYLAND

Student Standards

o Testing

As part of a comprehensive academic improvement plan, students in

grades 3, 5 and 8 are given the California Achievement Tests. Local school

systems may also administer the test in grade 11 if they choose.

In addition, as part of Project Basic, students in grade 9 must take

tests in reading, mathematics, and writing. A citizenship test is

administered in either grade 9 or 10. Students who do not successfully

meet state specified standards must be given appropriate assistance

programs. These students may also retake the tests each semester until

grade 12. Students who fail the tests in the 12th grade do not receive a

diploma.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Effective with the graduating class of 1989, students must complete 4

years of English, 3 each of social studies and mathematics, 2 of science, 1

each of physical education and fine arts, and a total of 20 credits. This

is an increase of one year of mathematics and one year of fine arts over

the current requirements. They must also meet the state competency
prerequisite requirements described in Testing above.

Students who complete a third year of science, one year of a foreign

language and 12 units of "advanced" courses and who earn an overall grade

point average of 2.6 will receive a "certificate of merit."

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education

programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

Candidates receive a standard certificate upon completion of an

approved teachei education program or upon meeting specific state require-

ments. Teachers must attain the Advanced Certificate after 10 ears. This

certificate requires 3 years of successful teaching experience and a

master's degree or 30 semester hours of planned inservice. The state has

conducted validation of the NTE Programs tests and could ultimitely require

a test for initial certification.
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Maryland

o Staff Development

Since inservice is required to gain advanced certification, an
extensive network of inservice is available from local school districts and
state agencies.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-8: 6 hours
Grades 9-12: 6.5 hours

o Curriculum

The state has produced K-12 curriculum frameworks in the areas of
social studies, science, mathematics, language arts, and physical
education. These frameworks were put into bylaw by the State Board of
Education. This means that local school systems must include the general
framework goals in their curriculum. Additional frameworks are planned in
the areas of the fine arts and foreign language.



79

MASSACHUSETTS

Stuc,ent Standards

o Testing

Beginning in 1986 the state initiated two new statewide testing
programs. The first program, the Massachusetts Educational Assessment
Program, tests all students in grades 3, 7, and 11 in major curriculum

areas using a matrix sample design that includes mostly NAEP items. The

purpose of this program is to ident5fy curriculum strengths and weaknesses

at the school building and district levels. The second testing program,
the Massachusetts Basic Skills Testing Program, tests all students in

grades 3, 6, and 9 for mastery of basic skills in reading, writing, and
mathematics. The purpose of this program is to identify students in need

of remediation.

o High School Graduation Requirements

The number and distribution of courses requiLed for high school
graduation are determined by local school boards, but students must be

instructed in history, civics and physical education.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age I through 15.

o Other

A state task force will produce a model code of conduct.

Teacher Standards

o Teilchf-r Pr(Tiir,iti(,)1

Requirc:lents for admission to teacher education programs vary by

in,;titution. Since f;eptemher 1q82, teachers completing these programs have

been required to demonstrate competence in five areas during their student

teaching.

o Certification and Pelicensing

Alt'aough statutes include a provision that teacher candidates receive

a 2 veal: provisional certificate requiring on-the-job evaluation, a

permanent certificate is issued to graduates of approved teacher education

proF;r ims

1
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Massachusetts

o Staff Development

No statewide requirements or programs currently exist. The state
funds about 500 voluntary school-based inservice education projects each
year through the Commonwealth Inservice Institute.

School and School District Standards

o Length of the School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of the School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours



81

MTCHIGAN

Student Standards

o Testing

Students in grades 4, 7 and 10 have taken state-developed tes.,; since
1969. The tests are 'esigned to assess basic skills competencies in
mathematics, reading, and, periodically, in other suhj(ct areaf:. The f,tate

does not set minimum competency standards, but uses cutoff scores to
determine eligibility for the state compenatot-, educat ion program and is

basis for allocating state remedial education aid.

o High School Craduation Reluirementt.

Civics is rhe only cn.so required by rtat, law for high school
gradu,ition

Attendance

Students must itt i ii !A. boo 1 1 nom the ape of 6 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o TE-acher PreparAtion

'riteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by in,,tilufion. There Is a minimum grade point requirmnt
for entrance into student teaching.

o Certification and Pelirensinz

A student completing an approved teacher education program reccivos a
.alid tL I car ;1!;1)(1 HP

continuing cettificate which is permanent. This certificate requires
credits and 3 year5. ot teAching experience.

o St.iff ft,velopment

The state provides Ioral districts with a set amount of aid per
teacher for staff development. Programs are developed and implemented at
the local level and mav :mint toward cr,-dit requirements for further

certification.

School an0 School Di!ltrict Standards

LfiLtji f4 tI i I p r ft,oimm)

1 8n (1,i7s



Mirhir,an

0 LELoy,th_or Schwd

The 5tAte will provide incentive grants to local f.a.hool f_hat

e...:te.ld the fa.hool dav to '10-minute periodr; or a total of MCI minure of
clw,sroom im;truction a day in grades Q-12.

o riLiFICI I vr

Additional !;tate aid Will provided to :chool dif:trict,; that offer
high !,.chool vear of Enp,lif;h and 3 yeart; each of mathematict:,
ci(.110 Til1 !;(-wid] year of an- combination of foreign langnar,,,

fin( or pkrforminr, irt! vocational callicatim or practh 11 artf.; 1 v(al of

health and/or phv,.ical edqcation; and, f;tart'p, in lQW-d-', 1 rmc!dcr fd
cop pit er d'ica



ME':NESOTA

Student Standards

Since 198, local !,ehool districts aro require.1 to tes, students
anauallY in any area of study they choose. The state is dc.veloping a

batt;,rv of diar,ni t.x-iwAnatiow-; for this .statewide assessment program
whh...11 is 1.iwilar to the l'ationai Assennt of Educational Progress.

0 ilil-,n_?vie101(Trld`nl'i011Yequireot,,

r7ust t 4 vezirs oi Englit;11, 3 of social st 1 ;/ience ,

1 IT 11, ,/ 111.11 pnVr.i edlICat. i atIc a LOC al of 20 onirs to

cradu,3t:e t rum vh F.Cnool ii7,rades ^ 1,)). Local r..ellool rict (let emi tie

the r Hint nt het- () 1/2 uni to ensure equal edurat tonal

v, the of FAuolt ton thy; i Tir I-,a,;ed 01.

cour,.-; that (ti,.t 1:,n;t of for i^ 1411 I.C.'1100-1 effect ive 1985-86. (See

.'urriculum

;i:t(,nd !low

Teacher St inclard:

to, awl completion of, tcacher (duration

programs viry v insicutien, according to !.tandt&-. sec by the Board of

o certjt St io

,o ;I:+i 1 to ryadu,ites of apprc.ved teacher

cdunAtion programs anl is valid for 2 years. Beginning April 4, P88, all
applicants for initial teaching Lik:enses must achieve the minimum passing
scores on the Pre-Professional Skills Test (PPST). The Continuing License

must he renewed evtiry 5 years with additional credits obtained through
inservice, courses, publication-, or work as a supervisory Leacher.

o

The fate provide 0.ant money and model progiams for use hv local
school districts in providing inservice training. The 1964 legislatule
npproprid funds for "grassroots" schnol improvemen! initiatives based
school rffectivenes research; also funds for training in technologLal
application-; in iustrucion
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Minnet:ora

School and School District. Standards

o Ler)ath oF School Year ,(llinimtim)

IV)

11-1:1_.(0.10m.um).

Kinderr,art (.11: 7 1 /2 hour5;

t,rade:; hour5;

(d-ode!: 4-: h) urf;

rail /-1/: i b(mr5-:

As of fonr-year high schools must offer, or make available to
:Judent!., vtrs ot ,pmfflunications; 4 each of mathematics, scienc.e and

,) each of a foreign language, visual arts, atd music: 1 of

induirial art..; 1/7 in health and 2/3 in physical education in th( 9th
grade, and 1/7 in the lnth grade, plus 10 electives in five areas.
Student5; in grad,; 11,1:t be expw:ed to Information Technology and a
career eduition program.

La(h ho,i r!ir.;ri,t itop.t hw.,(., a written discipline policy.



85

MISSISSIPPI

Student Standards

o Testing

A statewide testing program was implemented in 1984-85. Diagnostic

tests are given to st ;dents in grades 3, 5, 8 and 11.

o lii i1i School Graduation Requirements

Stu,tents must complete 18 units, including 4 years of English, 2 of

social studies, and 2 each of mathematics and science. In the future, all

graduating seniors will he required to pass the Ilth grade statewide test.

o At t_end:inu,.

tudents must attend school from age 7 through 16. Kindergarten is a

mandatory program, effective in 1986.

Teacher Standards

Teacher PreiHration

Students admitted to teacher education programs in state-supported
institution,: must pass a state quatifying test, Those with a minimum score

nn the ACT test and A specified grade point average are exempt from the

test requirement with the exception of the speaking and writing areaf,. A

minimum grade point aerage is required to complete teacher education

programs and the state requires a passing score on the NTE.

11 fi n qnd Pplicensine,

A passing score on the NTE Core Battery and/or Specialty Area Fxams is

required lor certification. Four levels of certification are available,

depending upoh ;t;wiro of education. Only the Class AAAA cerrireate, which

requires a doctorate, is valid for life. Legislation passed in 1982

requires that beginning teachers be evaluated each year during their

provisional status (up to 3 year). This program is being pilot-tested.

Staff_Dyejp_pment

Local soo l districts must submit comprehensive inservice staff
development plans tn the state. Approved programs are to be funded in part

by tho state. Some of the state aid is to be used to assist beginning

teachers.
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Mississippi

School and School District Standards

o Accreditation

A state ta:-..k force proposed a plan for a performance-based school
accreditation system in 1984. A model system will be tested for years,
after which all schools must comply with the standards.

LenLth of School Year (minimum)

1/5 days

o Lenzth of School lj (minimuma

3:0 minutes

o Curriculum

An Accountab:lity/Instructional Management Program in grades K-12
defines methods of instruction and evaluation and provides a framework for
implementing the performance staudards mandated in the 1982 legislation.

o nther

Kindergarten, 2nd and 3rd grade classes will have assistant
teachers bv the 1'4V..P.! year to give students basic skills training.
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MISSOURI

Student Standards

o Testing

Since 1979, 8th grade students have taken the statewide Basic
Essential Skills Test (BEST), which tests minimum adult competencies in

reading/language arts, mathematics, and government/economics. The test is

used to monitor student achievement. Students who fail any part of the

test during the 8th grade are required to retake the parts failed each

succeeding year until passing. Starting in 1987, students will have to

pass the BEST test to receive high school credit for related 9th grade

basic skills courses.

In addition, the State Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education provides criterion-referenced tests in reading/language arts,
social studies, civics, science, and mathematics at grades 2 through 10, as

part of its statewide testing program These tests, designed to assess
overall student performance and improve the quality of instruction, may be

used by ibe local school district to assess the qualilf of education in the

district.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1988, students must complete one year each o: English, social

studies, mathematics and science, plus 2 additional units from among these

subjects; 1 year each of fine and practical arts and physical education;
and a total of 20 units for high school graduation. Starting with the

Class of 1988, students will be required to take 22 units, including 3

years of English, 2 each of social studies, mathematics and science, and 1
each of fine and practical arts and health and physical education. Local

school districts may award a college preparatory studies certificate to

students who earn 24 units, including 4 years of English and 3 each of

mathematics, science, social studies and "advanced" electives, and who

acPieye a minimum GPA and SAT or ACT score.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparatinn

Students must attain a minimum GPA and, since July 1983, a minimum SAT

or ACT score for admission into teacher education programs. Candidates not

meeting these requirements may retake the college entrance tests or other

accepted national tests and complete remedial courses.
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Missouri

o Certification and Relicensing

Upon completion of an approved teacher education program, students
receive lifetime certification. The 1984 legislature approved a bill
requiring students seeking high school certification at Missouri's public
colleges and universities, to take a "nationally available exam" to test
subject matter competence. The legislation also requires the state to put
on probation any public college or university teacher training program in
which fewer than 70 percent of the students achieve the national norm. The
State Board of Education was also granted authority to replace lifetime
certification effective September 1988. The life certificate will be
replaced with provisional certificates with renewal criteria.

o Staff Development

All classified and accredited school distlicts in Missouri are
required to have a planned inservicc educar.ion program provided and
administered by the districts to encourage and facilitate professional
growth of the staff. The State Board of Education is committed to
expanding that requirement by including staff development based primarily
on the needs of teachers as identified by regular performance-based
evaluations of teachers and local instructional priorities.

School and School District Standards

Lench of School year (minimum)

174 days and 1,044 hours

o Leni.'!h ot School IMv (r nimum)

The school day must be at least 3 hours bur no more than 7 hours.

o Curriculum

The state does not mandate specific curriculum to be implemented in
the school districts. The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
has been, however, promoting an instructional management system approach to
curriculum in which school districts are expected to develop curriculum
based upon objectives provided by the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education; provide as much instructional time as !:.tudents need to
master the objective,;; use criterion-referenced tests to measure student
mastery of the objectivcs; and :.,ystematically record student progress so
that students receive instruction only on objectives which they have not
yet_ mastered.
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MONTANA

Student Standards

o Testing

There are no statewide testing requirements.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Students must complete 4 years of English, 2 each of social studies,

mathematics, science and practical arts, 1 each of physical education and

fine arts, and a total of 16 units to graduate from high school. The total

units will increase to 18 for the graduating class of 1988 and 20 for the

class of 1989.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

General admission standards to teacher education programs are
developed cooperatively by institutions, the State Department of Education

and local school districts. Individual institutions set their own grade

point average and test requirements. A minimum grade point average is

required for program completion.

o Teacher Certification

The NTE Core Battery is required for initial teacher and administrator

certification. A Standard Certificate is awarded upon completion of an

approved teacher education program. A Professional Certificate requires a

master's degree and 3 years of teaching experience. Both certificates must

be renewed every 5 years with additional academic credits and/or inservice.

o Staff Development

Staff development is required and the state allows 7 days per teacher

per year, including atterolance at conferences.

School and School District Standards

o Length of -he School Year (minimum)

180 days
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Montana

o Length of the School Day (minimum)

K: 2 hours
Grades 1-3: 4 hours
Grades 4-12: 6 hours
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NEBRASKA

Student Standards

o Testing

Local school districts must test students in grade 5 and up in

reading, writing and mathematics using either state or locally-developed

tests. Performance standards are established by the local district. A

state-developed test may not be used as the basis of retaining or promoting

students.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1988, graduating seniors must complete 160 credit hours with the

specific subject area requirements determined by local school boards.

Starting with the Class of 1988, students must complete 200 credit hours,

eighty percent of which must be in a core curriculum to be established by

the State Board of Education.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 to 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education

programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensinz,

The 1984 legislature mandated competency tests in the basic skills and

in subject matter area specialty for all new teachers. The basic skills

tests are in place; the subject tests are still to be implemented. The

testing standards, established by the State Board of Education, were

effective in the fall of 1984. The State Board of Education was also

authorized to develop an "entry year assistance program" to help beginning

teachers.

Three levels of certification, with different education and experience

requirements, are available. All certificates must be renewed after a

period of 5 to 10 years and renewal of the entry level certificate requires

additional credit hours.

o Staff Development

Local school districts plan and offer inservice training. Inservice

is tied to teacher salary advances in some districts.
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Nebraska

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

The 1984 legislature extended the school year from 175 days to require
that elementary students receive 1032 hours of instruction and high school
students, 1080 hours.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

See Length of School Year above.

o Curriculum

The 1984 legislation established a mission statement for schools and
requires local school districts to meet the State Board of Education's
forthcoming quality and performaiice-based standards.
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NEVADA

Student Standards

o Testing

Students in grade. 3, 6, 9 and 12 are tested in reading, writing and

mathematics. The 9th and 12th grade tests are the Nevada High School

Proficiency Exams. Students scoring below the state-established
proficiency levels may be promoted but must receive remedial services.

o Hiah School Graduation Requirements

Under existing graduation requirements, students take 3 years of
English, 2 of social studies, 2 of mathematics and 1 of science, 2 1/2 of

health and physical education and a total of 20 units. Starting with the

Class of 1P92, graduating seniors must have an additional year of English

and science, and 1/2 credit in the use or computers (or demonstrate

competency) and a total 22 1/2 units. Students failing the 9th grade test

will be evaluated to determine what remedial study is appropriate. Since

1982, students have had to pass the 12th grade exam to graduate.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 17.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education

programs vary by institution. A pilot program establishing a minimum CPA

has been initiated and includes a remedial component for students failing

tO me(!t the 1;tandard.

o Certification and Relicensing

Four levels of certification are available and vary wiuh respect to

required education and teaching experience. All certificates must be

renewed after a period of 5 to 10 years, and certificate renewal requires

additional credits. The State Board of Education acted in Oct(her 1984 to
require prospective teachers to pass tests of basic skills and subject

matter prior to certification.

o Staff Development

Inservice can be used for salary increases and certificate renewal.
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Nevada

School and School District Standards

o Lenth of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades 1-2: 4 hours
Grades 3-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours

o Curriculum

The state mandates courses of study for grades K-12 to assist local
school districts in planning and implementing school curriculum. The
Nevada Secondary Course of Study outlines minimum course content in areas
of study required for high school graduation.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE

Student Standards

o Testing

Local school districts must test students in grades 4, 8 and 12 in
communications and mathematics or at other levels to be determined by them.
Proficiency standards are set by local districts using state guidelines.
Most districts use test results as a diagnostic tool, although some use the
tests for grade promotion and high school graduation.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Effective with the Class of 1989, students must complete 4 years of
English, 2 1/2 of social studies, 2 each of mathematics and science, one
year of physical education and 1/2 year each of art and computer science

for high school graduation This is an increase of 1 unit each of
mathematics, science, and physical education, and 1/2 unit each of social
studies, art and computers over the current requirements. The total units

needed to graduate will increase from 16 to 19 3/4.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

All persons seeking state certification must pass the Pre-
Professional Skills Test. A teacher receives a beginner certificate, valid
for 3 years, upon completion of an approved teacher education program. The

Experienced Educator Certificate requires 3 years of teaching experience
and both the beginner and experienced certificates are renewable based on
at least 50 hours of inservice every 3 years. Through an Individualized
Professional Development Plan, substantively qualified candidates can
obtain formal certification to teach mathematics and science.

o Staff Development

Local district staff development programs are required and approved by

the State Department of Education, but are implemented and funded locally.
Inservice is required for certificate renewal.
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New Hampshire

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grade 1: 4.5 hours
Grades 2-8: 5.25 hours
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours, exclusive of lunch and recess

o Curriculum

The state establishes the minimum number and types of courses offered
at the high school level and define, the subject areas to be taught in
elementary school.
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NEW JERSEY

Student Standards

o Testing

Since 1978, students in grades 3, 6 and 9 have been tested in reading

and mathematics. Tests are used to assess student competencies and as one
factor in allocating state compensatory education aid. Local school

districts must provide remediation to students performing below state-
established cutoff scores.

The 3rd and 6th grade tests are commercial tests chosen by each
district. The State Department of Education anchors the commercial tests
to the statewide 9th grade test and establishes passing scores for each of

the major tests. The current 9th grade test (the High School Proficiency
Test) was administered for the first time in 1984. The new test upgraded

the level of skills tested in the past and added a wrivIng component. A

departmental study panel currently is studying the question of
administering a high school graduation test in a grade later than the

ninth. A recommendation will be made to the governor by the end of 1987.

o High School Graduation Requirements

In December 1986, the State Board of Education adopted regulations
requiring additional credits and courses for high school graduation. These

new requirements are being phased in; the freshman class of 1990-91 will be

the first required to meet all of the new standards.

The number of credits required for graduation will increase from 92 to

110 starting with the entering ninth grade class of 1988-89. Eighty-seven

of the 110 credits represent mandated courses.

Beginning with the freshman class of 1988-89, students must complete 1

year of world history and cultures, bringing the total social studies

requirement to 3 years. Beginning with the freshman class of 1989-90
students must complete a second year of science. Beginning with the

freshman class of 1990-91, students must complete a third year of

mathematics.

All students are still required to complete 4 years of English; 4

years of health or physical education; 1 year of fine, practical, or

performing arts; and 1/2 year of career education. (Schools may now infuse

the 1/2 year of career education into other courses or offer it as a

separate course. The requirement is met either way, but students will
receive separate credit for career education only if it is taken as a

discrete course.) A departmental panel is currently studying the physical

education requirement, and a statewide panel is studying the issue of high

school course proficiencies.

Beginning with the class of 1989, students must pass the High School

Proficiency Test (HSPT) to graduate.
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New Jersey

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age six through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Starting in 1983, students must have a minimum grade point average and
pass a basic skills test (or demonstrate the elimination of the deficiency
through another assessment) before entering a teacher training program.
Effective spring 1985, prospective teachers must demonstrate a knowledge of
subject matter major at the end of the program through a test selected by
the institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

Permanent certification is granted after successful completion of an
approved program and a passing score on the appropriate NTE Programs test.

In September 1984, the New Jersey State Board of Education adopted an
"alternative" route to teacher certification. This policy, which becomes
effective with the 1985-86 school year, allows local school districts to
hire liberal arts graduates who have had no formal college-based teacher
training. These "provisional" teachers must pass the appropriate NTE
Programs examination, undergo a paid, year-long internship at the hiring
school district, and receive 200 contact hours of formal instruction in
education while they teach. A lifetime teaching certificate is issued upon
successful completion of the internship and training program.

o Staff Development

No state inserviee requirement exists at this time.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

4 hours
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NEW MEXICO

Student Standards

o Testing

All New Mexico school districts are required to test third, fifth, and

eighth grade students each spring with the appropriate level of the
Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills, Form U. In addition, the New Mexico

High School Proficiency Examination is given each spring to all tenth
graders in the state and to eleventh and twelfth graders who have not
previcusly taken the test or who have failed it in the past. Students who

pass the Proficiency Exam and a writing sample assessment receive a gold

seal endorsement on their diplomas.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Starting with the Class of 1987, students must complete 4 years of

English, 2 each of social studies, machematics and science, 1 of physical

education and 1 of fine arts or practical arts. A total of 21 units are

required for graduation.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 17.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Students must pass basic skills tests in reading, writing and
mathematics befoie they complete a teacher education program. The exams

and performance standards are set by individual institutions.

o Certification and Relicensing

All applicants seeking initial teacher and administrator certification

must achieve a passing score on the NTE Core Battery Tests and the required

NTE SpecialLy Area Test(s). In addition, educators currently certified in

New Mexico who seek to add a certificate or endorsement in a specialty

content area must achieve a passing score on the appropriate required NTE

Specialty Area Test(s). Educators whose certificates have expired and are

reapplying for certification must achieve a passing score on the NTE Core

Battery and the required NTE Specialty Area Test(s).

Four levels of certification are available based on education and

length of teaching. All certificates must be renewed every 4 to 10 years.

Some renewals require additional credits or inservice.
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New Mexico

o Staff Development

Staff development is required by the state and up to 4 credits of
inservice can be used for recertification. State approval of local
district programs is required when recertification credit is given.

School and School District Stancards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Regular students shall be in school-directed activities, exclusive of
lunch, for the following minimum time:

K: 2.5 hours/day or 450 hours/year
Grades 1-3: 4.5 hours/day or 810 hours/year
Grades 4-6: 5.0 hours/day or 900 hours/year
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours/day or 990 hours/year

o Curriculum

Local districts are required to use a state-developed list of exit
competencies (which include all subject areas) in their instructional
programs. Effective fall 1984, all schools must offer either a computer
course or integrate computers into the curriculum.

The state does not mandate curriculum in any subject area at any grade
level.
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NEW YORK

Student Standards

o Testing

Students in grades 3, 6, 8 or 9 and 11 or 12 are tested for minimum
competencies in reading comprehension, writing and mathematics using the
Regents Competency Tests and the Pupil Evaluation Program (PEP) tests.
Test results are used to identify students in need of remediation and to
allocate state compensatory education aid. The New York State Board of
Regents recently expanded sixth grade and high school testing to include
competency tests in science and social studies.

A requirement for a Comprehensive Assessment Report requires each
school board to present to the public the results of state testing in a
format provided by the state. For identified low-performing schools, a
self-improvement plan will be required. If sufficient progress has not
been made in correcting the deficiencies identified by the Comprehensive
Assessment Report, the Education Department will require corrective
measures targeted at the specific deficiency.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, to receive a regular diploma, high school students must
pass the Regents Competency tests and complete 4 years of English, 3 of
social studies, 1 each of mathematics and science and a total of 16 units.
These requirements were increased starting with the Class of 1988 by an
additional year each of mathematics and science and 11 the Class of 1989
by an additional year each of social studies and art or music, for a total

of 18 1/2 units. To be eligible for a Regents Diploma, graduating seniors
in the Class of 1989 must fulfill the same course requirements as for a
local diploma, take 3 years of a foreign language, and pass a series of
subject matter examinations. Under the new requirements, students can
satisfy up to 6 1/2 units through written and oral examinations.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age of 6 through 15. In addition,

Boards of Education have the option of requiring full-time attendance for
unemployed youth who are 16 and to require part-time attendance for
employed youth who are 16.

Teacher Staneards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution.
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New York

o Certification and Relicensing

Since September 1984, all new certification candidates have been
required to pass the NTE Core Battery. The state is considering use of
subject matter tests as well. The Provisional Certificate is valid for 5
years. The Permanent Certificate, which requires a master's degree and 2
years of teaching experience, is valid for life.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades K-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours

o Curriculum

The state has curriculum guidelines in all subject areas in grades K-
12. Syllabi serve as frameworks for local curriculum development and
include major learning objectives, sample teaching strategies and
information about statutory and regulatory items affecting the subject.
Teacher guides provide detailed strategies, readings, and sample lesson
plans supplementing the syllabi as assistance for local curriculum
developers. In 1984, the Regents approved a plan requiring schools with a
high percentage of low-achieving students to adopt a school improvement
plan. They also voted to require students in grades K-9 to complete 2
years of a foreign language.

I
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NORTH CAROLINA

Student Standards

o Testing

Since 1978, local school districts have been required to test students

in grades 1, 2, 3, 6 and 8 using the California Achievement Test.
Performance standards are set by the state. A 10th grade state competency

test is used for high school graduation and for allocating state
compensatory education aid. The legislature in 1984 mandated that children

in grades 3, 6 and 8 pass a statewide achievement test to be promoted to
the next grade. Students who score below the 25th percentile on the CAT
must take a state-developed criterion referenced test in reading, language

arts, and mathematics and must achieve the score set by the State Board of

Education to be considered for promotion.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Students must pass a 10th grade competency test and also complete 4

years of English, 2 each of social studies, mathematics and science, 1 of

health and physical education with a total of 20 units to receive a high

school diploma.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15. They must attend

school a minimum of 150 days to receive credit for the school year.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Standards for admission into teacher education programs currently vary

by institution. Effective Spring 1985, students must take the general
knowledge and communications skills portions of the NTE and receive

admissions counseling. A passing score on the NTE professional and subject
matter exams is required for completion of the program.

o Certification and Relicensing

Completion of an approved program and a passing score on the NTE are

required to obtain an initial certificate. A 2 year initial certificate is
issued to beginning teachers during which time they are evaluated and

provided support. A 3 year continuing certificate is issued at the end of

this provisional period. This certificate is then renewable for 5 year

periods. Renewal requires additional credits or some combination of

teaching experience or inservice.
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North Carolina

o Staff Development

The state approves local school district inservice programs. Local
districts require inservice which can be used for certificate renewal. A
total of 15 units of credit is required for certificate renewal.

School and School District Standards

o Length of the School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of the School Day (minimum)

6 hours. Students are row required to have 5.5 hours of daily
instruction as defined by the State Board of Education.

o Curriculum

The state identifies nine areas of study that must be available as a
continuous program of studies for grades K-12. The 1985 Legislature
adopted a Basic Education Program that is to be available to all students
which includes the nine areas in the Course of Study. Students in grades
K-12 must be given the chance to use computers.

o Other

The 1984 reform program also called for a reduction in class size in
grades four through nine from 30 to 26 children per teacher.



NORTH DAKOTA

Student Standards

o Testing

There are no statewide testing requirements. However, accreditation
standards require achievement and mental ability testing by local school

districts twice during grades 1-6, once in grades 7 and 8, and achievement

testing twice in grades 9-12.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Course work requirements include 4 years of English, 3 of social

studies, 2 of mathematics, 2 of science, 1 of physical education and a

total of 17 units. Starting in 1986, graduates were required to take 1

complete unit each of world history and U. S. history as part of the

required social studies.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Requirements for admission to teacher education programs vary by

institution. Students must achieve a minimum grade point average to

complete the programs.

o Certification and Relicensing

All teachers must be certificated. The Entrance Certificate is issued

upon completion of an approved program and is valid for 2 years. The

renewal certificate is valid for 5 years and requires 2 years of teaching

experience and recommendations. Succeeding 5 year renewals require

additional credits, active teaching and satisfactory recommendations plus 4

semester hours of college credit earned within the dates of the

certificate.

High school (grades 9-12) teachers must teach in their major or minor

fields of preparation.

o Staff Development

Accreditation standards require all teachers to earn 4 semester hours

of college credit plus 64 clock hours of inservice training within the last

5 years.

I ;
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North Dakota

School and School District Standards

o Length of the School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of the School Day (minimum)

The minimum school day is 5 1/2 hours for elementary students (grades
1-6) and 6 hours for grades 7-12 exclusive of lunch.
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OHIO

Student Standards

o Testing

As part of the state's 1983 Minimum Standards for Elementary and
Secondary Education, students must be tested once in grades 1-4, 5-8 and 9-
11 in basic skills. School districts must provide intervention based on
student need. Competency standards are set locally and may be used for
placement and/or promotion.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Effective September 1, 1987, requirements for high school graduation
include 18 units earned in grades 9 through 12 distributed as follows. 3

units of English language arts; 1/2 unit of health; 2 units of mathematics;
1/2 unit of physical education; 1 unit of science; 2 units of social
studies, including 1/2 unit of American history and 1/2 unit of American
government; 9 elective units; and 3 units in another subject in addition to
the English requirement.

o Attendance

Students must attend school between age 6 and 18.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs are set and vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

Three levels of certification are available. The Provisional
Certificate is valid for 4 years and can be renewed with teaching
experience or 6 semester hours. The Professional Certificate requires
three years of teaching experience and 30 semester hours beyond the
bachelor's degree and is valid for 8 years. Applicants for the
Professional Certificate must be employed full time in an Ohio school and
may renew the certificate under the same conditions as those governing the
Provisional Certificate. The Permanent Certificate requires 5 years
teaching under the Professional Certificate and a master's degree. These

requirements are effective July 1, 1987.

o Staff Development

The Ohio General Assembly funds a Teacher Development Program which
supports inservice in approximately 95 percent of the state's 615 public

school district5;, The programs are designed to help teachers gain new
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Ohio

skills, refine abilities, and become familiar with new teaching
methodologies.

School and Schoo.,. District Standards

o Length of the School Year (minimum)

182 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2-1/2 hours
Grades 1-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 5-1/2 hours

o Curriculum

The state's Minimum Standards require competency-based education in
the basic skills, require courses of study to be adopted for each subject
taught, and provide suggested curriculum and criteria for selecting
instructional materials. The locally developed courses of study establish
the basis for curriculum and instruction.

o Other

The state's Minimum Standards also mandate a code of conduct for each
school district which addresses student rights, due process and issues
related to school conduct.

As of 1986, the district-wide pupil/teacher ratio should not exceed
25:1 in gradfts K-4. This standard is in addition to the 25:1 district-wide
pupil/teacher ratio for grades K-12.
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OKLAHOMA

Student Standards

o Testing

Legislation in 1985 mandated the administration of a standardized,
norm-referenced test to students in Grades 3, 7, and 10 statewide,

beginning with the school year 1985-86. During March of 1986 and 1987, the

Metropolitan Achievement Tests were administered to all students at these

grade levels with the exception of those with Individualized Education

Plans (IEPs) '41lose parents refrained from requesting that they participate

in the Oklahoma School Testing Program. Legislation in 1986 mandated that

a standardized, norm-referenced direct writing assessment be administered

to students in Grade 10 (1986-87), and, provided that funds are available,

to students in Grades 7 and 10 (1987-88), and in grades 3, 7, and 10 (1988-

89 and thereafter). Using the same guidelines for exemption of students

with IEPs as was used in 1986, the MAT Writing Test was administered to

10th grade students in February 1987.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, graduating high school seniors must complete 18 units,

including 4 in English, 1-1/2 in social science, and 1 each in mathematics

and science. Effective that year, high school graduates will need 20

units, including 1 additional year each in mathematics and science and 1/2

unit in World History.

o Attendance

Students mist attend school from age 7 through 17.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

A minimum grade point average and evidence of adequate reading,

writing, and verbal communication skills, as demonstrated by appropriate

academic course work and an interview with an admissions committee, are

required for admission to, and completion of, teacher education programs.

o Certification and Relicensing

Since 1982, candidates completing requirements for their first

teaching license must pass a curriculum examination in the subject field

for which they are seeking certification. The license is good for the

first year of teaching, which is a supervised internship including staff

development and evaluation. If needed, this license can be renewed once.

The Standard Certificate is issued after successful completion of the

internship year. It is valid for 5 years and may be renewed with 8 credits

or 3 years of experience.
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Oklahoma

o Staff Development

The State Department of Education requires that all teachers and
administrators receive at least 75 hours of inservice every 5 years. Staff
development plans are developed by local school districts, approved by the
State Board of Education, and receive some state financial support.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2.5 hours
Grade 1: 5 hours
Grades 2-12: 6 hours

o Curriculum

Legislation passed in 1981 requires local school districts to teach
basic skills in grades K-12 in the areas of reading, English, writing, the
use of numbers, social studies and science. The state is developing
suggested learner competencies with two strands at the high school level,
life skill career and college preparatory, during 1984-85. The state has
developed suggested learner outcomes for grades 1-8.
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OREGON

Student Standards

o Testing

Local school districts must incorporate competencies in reading,
writing, speaking, listening, mathematics and reasoning into their high
school graduation requirements and assess them using tests or other
measures of student achievement. The state does not set or recommend the
number of competence statements required for graduation nor the level of
proficiency to be achieved. Beginning with the Class of 1984, competencies
in reasoning were included. Beginning in 1986, records of test results in
attainment of the Essential Learning Skills and attainment of the Common
Knowledge and Skills in instructional programs adopted by the State Board
of Education were added as a requirement.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Effective with the Class of 1988, students must earn a minimum of 22
units of credit to include at least 3 of language arts, 2 each of math and
science, 1 each of U.S. History and Global Studies; 1/2 each of government
and career development, 1 each of health and physical education, 1 of
personal finance and economics, and 1 of applied arts, fine arts, or
foreign language. Each student must demonstrate competence in reading,
writing, math, speaking, listening, and reasoning.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 18.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Teacher education programs require CBEST for admission into the
program. The NTE is administered prior to receiving endorsements in
subject areas.

o Certification and Relicensing

Upon completion of an approved program, teachers receive a Basic
Certificate which is valid for 3 years and is renewable. The Standard
Certificate is valid for 5 years and requires 45 credits of study and two
years of teaching on the Basic Certificate. High school and special
education teachers must attain the Standard Certificate. Renewal of
Standard Certificates is required every 5 years. One year of successful
teaching and 120 hours of Continued Professional Development (CPD) credits
are required for renewal. Six quarter hours of approved course work is
considered equivalent to 120 CPD credits.
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Oregon

o Staff Development

Inservice training is planned and conducted by local school districts.
The state requires local districts to adopt and implement plans for staff
developmept.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

175 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Not specified

o Curriculum

The state mandates the subject areas that must be taught in grades 1-
8. School districts must also prov-i-le their high school students with
elective educational opportunities sufficient to satisfy the high school
graduation requirements and which include applied arts, fine arts, foreign
language, and vocational education.
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PENNSYLVANIA

Student Standards

o Testing

Students are tested each year in grades 3, 5 and 8 in reading and
mathematics. Those failing the statewide test are placed in a state-funded
remedial program.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Starting with the graduating class of 1989, students will have to earn
21 units in 4 years, including 4 years of English, 3 each of social
studies, mathematics and science, and 2 of arts and humanities.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 8 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education
programs vary by institution. Teacher preparation programs must be
approved by the State Department of Education.

o Certification and Relicensing

Teachers receive an Initial Certificate upon completion of an approved
teacher education program that is valid for 6 years and not renewable. The

Permanent Certificate requires 24 credits and 3 years of experience, or
inservice in lieu of the credits. Effective June 1988, new teachers will
have to pass a test of basic skills, general knowledge, professional
knowledge and subject matter, and complete a one-year internship. Teachers

will be reluired to earn six continuing education credits every five years.

o Staff Development

Staff development is a required element in mandated salary range plans
for local school districts. The State Department of Education establishes
guidelines for inservice credits used for recertification.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days
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Pennsylvanla

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2.5 hours
Grades 1-6: 5 hours
Grades 7-12: 5.5 hours

o Curriculum

The State Department of Education sets minimum curriculum requirements
for grades K-12 and is developing mandated curriculum guidelines. The
state has prescribed learning objectives for each of its 12 Goals of
Quality Education: communications skills, mathematics, science and
technology, citizenship, arts and the humanities, analytical thinking,
family living, work, health, environment, self-esteem, and understanding
others.
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RHODE ISLAND

Student Standards

o Testing

In 1985-86, the f,tate began testing all students in grades 3, 6, 8 and

10 in reading, writing, mathematics, study skills, and health and physical

fitness. Skills to be added to the testing in subsequent years are
computer literacy, reasoning and analysis, and life skills. The testing is

designed to monitor student performance and is not linked to the granting

of diplomas or to grade promotion. Prior to 1985-86, the state tested a

sample of students in grades 4, 6, 8 and 10 in basic and life skills.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Graduating seniors must complete 16 units, including 4 years of

English, and 1 year each of social studies, mathematics and science.
Effective with the Class of 1988, college-bound students have to take 18

units, with 4 years of English, 3 years of college-preparatory mathematics,

2 years each of laboratory science, the same foreign language, and social

studies, and 1/2 unit each of computer literacy and art. Effective with

the Class of 1989, career-bound students must take 16 units, including 4

years of English and 2 years each of social studies, mathematics and

science.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education

programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

The Provisional Certificate is valid for 3 to 6 years, depending upon

the area. The one exception is the vocational education provisional
certificate, which is valid for 10 years.

The Teaching Certificate requirements vary by area, with the

requirement for years of experience ranging from 3 to 8 years and the

academic requirement ranging from 36 semester hours beyond the bachelor's

degree to a master's degree in the area. Administrative and Support

Service Certificates have varying requirements in terms of additional

experience and coursework.
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Rhode Island

o Staff Development

The state does not require inservice programs.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Kindergarten students must attend school for at least 2 1/2 hours.
Elementary students must attend school for 5 hours and secondary students
for 5-1/2 hours, exclusive of lunch and recess.

o Curriculum

The Board of Regents foz '.1ementary and Secondary Education has
adopted a Basic Education Program which consists of standards in
curriculum, school-community relations, student support services, and
management and administration. These standards, adopted as regulations,
represent the minimum each school district would have to offer to its
students. The standards also serve as the basis on which schools are
approved.
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Student Standards

o Testing

Since 1978, the Basic Skills Assessment Program tests in mathematics,
reading, and writing are given to students in grades 1, 2, 3, 6, and 8.

Students in grades 4, 5, and 7 are given the Comprehensive Tests of Basic
Skills (CTBS). (See below for the high school graduation test
requirement.) Competency standards are set by the State Board of
Education. Test results are used for diagnosis and, as of 1987, as part of
performance criteria to determine promotion from one grade to another.
Effective April 27, 1987, the State Board of Education requires the
governing body of every school district to implement a student promotion
policy which at least meets state minimum criteria. Local districts may

establish higher performance standards.

To be promoted to the next grade, students in grades 1-8 must achieve
70 percent of established criteria in reading and math. The criteria are
scoring at the state standard (25 percent) on the tests, and meeting local
student progress standards including teacher recommendations (75 percent).
In grades 9-12 students are eligible for promotion if they successfully
meet achievement and promotion standards established by the local district.
All handicapped students as defined by law and regulation are subject to
the promotion policy unless the student's individual education plan defines
alternative goals and promotion standards.

o Hi_gh School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, students must complete 18 units, including 4 years of
English, 3 of social studies, 2 of mathematics and 1 each of science and
physical education and health. Effective with the Class of 1987, students
will have to take an additional year each of mathematics and science, for a
total of 20 units and take at least 4 units each year in grades 9-12.
Beginning with the class of 1990, students must pass the state Exit Exam to
receive a high school diploma.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 16, and high school
students must attend 170 days out of 180. 1984 legislation mandated

kindergarten attendance.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Students must pass the South Carolina Education Entrance Exam, a test
of basic skills in reading, writing and mathematics, before admission to a
teacher education program. Student teaching is evaluated using a
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performance assessment instrument. New legislation mandates practical
field experience in every year of teacher training.

o Certification and Relicensing

Applicants passing a subject area test (the NTE where applicable) and
completing an approved program receive a one-year provisional certificate.
Beginning teachers are evaluated three times in the first year, using a
performance assessment instrument. The provisional contract can be renewed
one additional year. The Standards Certificate is valid for 5 years and
can be renewed with 6 credits or inservice in lieu of 3 credits.
Professional Certificates, also valid for 5 years, require additional
cnurse work.

o Staff Development

State aid is provided for inservice training, which is planned and
implemented locally. Inservice credit can be used toward certification
renewal.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days. 1984 legislation extended the teachers' year by 5 days to
190 days.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

Grades K-6: 6 hours including lunch.
Grades 7-12: 6 hours, exclusive of lunch, homeroom, recess and other
non-school activities.

o Curriculum

The state has a Defined Minimum Program that specifies instructional
areas for all grades and the number of minutes to be spent weekly on each
area for elementary grades. Science has been included in statewide
education objectives and basic skills testing program for grades 1 through
8. In grades 9-12, a minimum of 40 course offerings must be provided each
instruction term, with the state specifying the minimum number and type of
courses in each instructional area.

o Pther

1984 legislation established an average student/teacher ratio for
mathematics, language arts and secondary schools of 30:1.



119

SOUTH DAKOTA
(1984-85 Profile)

Student Standards

o Testing

Statewide achievement testing is required in grades 4, 8, and 11.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Through 1986, the state requires 4 years of English, 2 years of social
studies, 1 each of mathematics and science and a total of 16 units for high

school graduation. Students graduating in 1987 will need an additional
year each of mathematics and science, for a total of 18 units; those
graduating in 1988 will need 19 units; and after that 20 units, including
an additional year of social studies and 1/2 year each of computer science

and fine arts.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education

programs vary by institution.

o Certification and Relicensing

Upon completion of an approved program, teachers receive a Basic
Certificate valid for 5 years. It can be renewed with 6 credits or

inservice in lieu of 3 credits. Until 1983, teachers could obtain an
advanced certificate with a master's degree and 5 years of teaching

experience. Legislation has been proposed to institute a 3-level career

ladder system.

Senool and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

175 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2.5 hours
Grades 1-3: 4 hours
Grades 4-12: 5.5 hours
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Student Standards

o Testing

As part of the state's mandated testing program, students take
criterion-referenced achievement tests in grades 3, 6, and 8. These "Basic

Skills First" tests are checkpoint measures of student progress relative to
the state's Basic Skills First curriculum in mathematics and reading.
Students in grades 2, 5, 7, 9 and 12 take norm-referenced achievement tests
covering reading, listening, language, mathematics, science, and social
science. Both the criterion-referenced and norm-referenced tests were
administered for the first time in the spring of 1985. Grades 9 and 12

were tested for the first time in the fall of 1985 and winter of 1986

respectively.

In order to graduate from a Tennessee (public or approved private)
high school, students must pass the Tennessee Proficiency Test, a test of
basic skills in mathematics and language arts (including reading, grammar,

and spelling). The test is first administered in the ninth grade, and it
may be re-taken once each year of high school except in the senior year

when it may be taken twice. Once the test (or a subtest thereof) has been
passed, it does not have to be re-taken.

o HiLh School Graduation Requirements

Until 1987, high school seniors must complete 18 units for graduation,
including 4 years of English. 1-1/2 years each of social studies and health

and physical education, and 1 year each of mathematics and science. After

that year, students must take an additional year each of mathematicL and
science, for a total of 20 units. Additionally, the State Board of

Education has approved a minimum curriculum recommended for college
preparation.

As noted in the section on Testing, students will also he required to

pass a basic skills proficiency test to graduate from high school.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Currently, all students wishing to enter teacher training programs at
state-approved institutions must submit a (passing) score on the Pre-

Professional Skills Test. In addition, students must obtain a minimum
grade point average and pass the National Teacher Exam Core Battery and an

appropriate Specialty Area Exam prior to certification.
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o Certification and Relicensing

Tennessee is currently implementing a career ladder program for
teacher certification/recertification. Upon completion of an approved
teacher preparation program and passage of the NTE, applicants receive a
one-year Probationary Certificate. Upon successful completion of one
year's service, teachers receive three-year Apprentice Certificates.
Teachers holding the Probationary and Apprentice Certificates must be
evaluated each year by the local school authorities using either a locally
developed evaluation model approved by the State L'ard of Education or a
state-developed local evaluation plan. In the final year of Apprentice
Certificate validity, the State Department of Education will conduct
verification evaluations of teachers' local evaluation results. If the
state verification is positive, the teacher receives a Career Level I
Certificate; if verification is negative, a remediation program with re-
evaluation is mandated. If evaluation results following the remediation
program are still negative, termination of the teacher is mandatory.

The Career Level I Certificate is valid for five years and is
reneable. During the period of certificate validity, the teacher must
complete at least two full cycles of evaluation conducted by local
officials. In the final year of Career Level I Certificate validity, the
State Department of Education will conduct verification evPluations similar
to those Zor Apprentice Certificate holders moving to Career Level I.
(Termination is not mandatory for Career Level I teachers whose post-
remediation evaluation results remain negative; however, state funding may
be lost for such teachers' positions.)

The state verification evaluation is required only for Career Level I

Certificate holders who choose to renew the certificate. The Career Level
. I Certificate may be superceded by the Career Level II Certificate after

five years' certification at Level I; it is obtainable upon successful
completion of an evaluation conducted by state evaluators. The Career
Level II Certificate is valid for five years (as is the Level I
Certificate) and may be renewed or replaced by a Career Level III
Certificate obtainable through successful evaluation by state personnel
after five years of certification at Level II. Both the Career Level Il
and Career Level III Certificates require two full cycles of evaluation
conducted by state offcials during the term of certificate validity.

In addition to the evaluation requirements for certificate
maintenance, all Career Level I, II, or III Certificate holders with less
than a Masters Degree must obtain a 3.00 graCe point (4.00 scale) for one
education or academic course to be taken during the term of certificate
validity. The course must be relevant to the teacher's existing
endorsement a,ea(s), additional endorsements. the area of education, or an
area identified through the evaluation process.
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Similar career ladders have been structured for principals, assistant
principals, and instructional supervisors. Career ladders for other
educational professionals may also be developed in the future.

o Staff Development

Five days of inservice training are required and an additional five

days are optional. One component of the evaluation process for
certification/re-certification addresses p,.ofessional development. In 1984

the first statewide staff development training was implemented using the
State Board of Education approved model, the "Tennessee Instructional
Model." Additional training modules are now available for local use.
These modules offer in-depth training in the basic teacher and
administrative competencies that are evaluated in the Career Ladder

Evaluation System. Other modules have been developed to address the areas
of Mentorship, Writing Across the Curriculum, Intervention Strategies for
Improving Teacher Performance, and Skills Enhancement.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

The minimum school year was extended to 200 days under legislation
passed in 1984; 180 of those 200 days are designated as instructional days

and five are for inservice education.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

6.5 hours

o Curriculum

The state has developed mandated curriculum for all subject areas.
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Student Standards

o Testing

Criterion-referenced minimum competency tests in reading, writing, and
mathematics are currently administered to students in grades 1, 3, 5, 7,

and 9. A secondary exit-level assessment instrument in mathematics and
English language arts is taken by all eleventh graders. A student who does

not pass the exit-level test by the end of the twelfth grade may not
receive a diploma until satisfactory performance is achieved.

o Hich School Graduation Requirements

The state requires 21 units, including 4 years of English, 3 years of

social studies, 3 yeats of mathematics, 2 years of science, and 2 years of
health and physical education for high school graduation through 1988.
Students who were ninth graders in 1984-85 and thereafter must also pass a
basic skills minimum competency test, the exit-level Texas Educational
Assessment of Minimum Skills (TEAMS) test in English and mathematics in
order to receive a diploma. Students receive an "advanced" high school
program seal on their transcripts if they complete 22 credits, including 1

year each of fine arts and computer science, 2 years of a foreign language.

an additional year of science and an advanced English class, beyond regular

graduation :equirements.

o Attendance

Students who are as much as years of age, or who are less than 7 and
have been previously enrolled in first grade, and who have not completed
the academic year in which their 16th birthday occurred must attend school.

o Other

19811 legislation prohibits students with a grade below 70 Tn ;Inv

course from participating in extracurricular activities for the next six-

week grading period.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Effective May 1984, students applying for admission to a teacher
edw:ation program mast pass a basic skill.s test in the areas of reading,

writing, and mathematics. Candidates must also pass a state examination in
the area(s) for which credentials are requested prior to certification.

Effective September 1, 1'191, students seeking certification in areas

:or which a bachelor's dc.grec is required must complete a degree with an

academic major or interdisciplinary academic major, including reading,
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other than education. For most subject areas, the State Board of
Education may not require more than 18 semester credit hours in education
at the baccalaureate level. Additional education credit hours may be
permitted for certification in bilingual education, English as a second
language, early childhood education, or special education.

The State Board of Education adopted revised teacher education
standards in 1987. The new standards reflect institution and program
requirements, as well as the degree changes to be effective in 1991.

o Certification and Relicensing

Currently the state issues two permanent certificates: Provisional
(baccalaureate level) and Professional (graduate degree level), upon
completion of an approved program. Teachers certified as of March 1986
are required pass a one-time basic skills test as a condition of continued
employment.

o Staff Development

The state mandates 8 days of inservice and preparation for all
teachers. Effective September 1, 1987, the Legislature directed the State
Board of Education to require inservice instruction in subject areas that
the Board considers appropriate. The subject areas may include but need
not be limited to: special education; recognition of and response to
signs of abuse or neglect in students; recognition of dyslexia and related
disorders in students and teaching strategies for those students;
iiscipline management training; and teacher appraisal. The State r'oard of

Education stipulated that four of the inservice days be used for teacher
preparation, or workdays.

The legislature also mandated a three-part program of staff
development for administrators. First, instructional leadership training
was required for all Texas administrators. A total of 36 hours of training
was provided during the 1985-86 school year. Second, appraisal training
using the Texas Teacher Appraisal System was required for all personnel
with responsibility for appraising teachers. Over 21,000 appraisers
completed an initial block of 40 hours of training conducted through the 20
regional education service centers prior to actually appraising teachers
during the 1986-87 year. A sixteen hour update was required as i condition
of continued certification as appraisers for the 1987-88 school year.
Third, general management t:raining for all administrators is required. The
program is currently under development. It is proposed that training for
each administrator would be established through an individual growth plan
as each administrator is appraised.
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School and School Districts Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

175 days
o Leng_th of School Day (minimum)

School must be in session at least 7 hours 2ach day, of which not less

than 6 hours shall he devoted to instruction. Half-day kindergarten

programs shall provide a minimum of 3 hours of daily instruction.

o Curriculum

Legislation enacted in 1981 established a state basic cur-dculum in 12

subject areas for grades K-12. The State Board of Education dfveloped
essential curriculum elements in every grade level for each subject area.
This curriculum, which includes computer literacy in the junior high school

program, was fully implemented in 1985-86. A complete review is scheduled

for 1990. Students must pil!;s a one-semester computer literacy course or a

state test before entering 9th uade.
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Student Standards

o Testing

Through the graduating class of 1988, local school districts must test
students in reading, writing, speaking, listening, arithmetic, democratic
governance, consumerism, problem-solving and other areas selected by the

district to identify students in need of remediation and to assess
competencies for high school graduation. Local districts choose the test

and set competency standards. The local district also determines what

grade levels to assess.

Utah's 1984 graduation requirements stipulate that students must be
assessed during or at the completion of the primary grades (3) , the

intermediate grades (6), and grades 8, 10 and 12.

Since 1975, the Statewi_de Educational Assessment program has monitored
the performance of a representative sample of 5th and llth graders on a
variety of academic (reading, mathematics, and English) and non-academic
measures of school outcomes and processes.

The Utah Quality Indicator Program tracks student performance based on
ACT scores, Advanced Placement performance, PSAT scores, course taking
patterns, and a variety of other measures.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1988, graduating seniors must complete 15 units, including 3
years of English, 2 of social studies, 1-1/2 of health and physical

education and 1 each of mathematics and science. Starting with the Class

of 1988, graduates must complete a minimum of 24 units, including an
additional year each of social studies, mathematics, science and vocational
education, 1-1/2 years of arts, and demonstrate competency in computer

studies.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 17.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education

programs vary by institution.
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o Certification and Relicensing

Graduates of approved teacher education programs receive a basic
certificate which is valid for 5 years and can be renewed with 6 credits or
3 years experience. The Professional Certificate is valid for 5 years and
requires a master's degree or 36 credits plus 3 years experience or
inservice in lieu of the experience.

o Staff Development

The state provides stipends to teachers for attendance at selected
workshops, which can be used for credit.

o Other

Utah has implemented an extensive career ladder program that includes
performance-based compensation, job enlargement, and additional teacher
preparation days.

School and School District Standards

c Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Dav (minimum)

Not specified. The state recommends the following standards for
instructional time:

K: 750 minutes per week
Grades 1-2: 1350 minutes per week
Grades 3-6: 1650 minutes per week
Grades 7-12: 150 hours per unit of credit

o Curriculum

The state is developing and implementing an extensive objective-based
core curriculum at all grade levels.
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Student Standards

o Testing

Students must pass a statewide test of competencies in reading,

writing, listening, mathematics and reasoning for high school graduation,

and beginning with the 8th grade Class of 1989, for promotion from 8th

grade.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Under recently revised Standards, high school seniors must complete

14-1/2 units, including 4 years of English, 3 years of social studies, 5

years of math and science, 1 year of art, and 1-1/2 years of physical

education. LEAs require, on average, an additional 5 units.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 16. Legislation passed

in 1984 permits local school districts that do not offer kindergarten

programs to pay tuition to state-approved programs in private schools for

kindergarten students.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to, and completion of, teacher education

programs vary by institution, but most base admission on minimum grade

point averages and basic competency testing.

o Certification and Relicensing

Upon completion of an approved teacher education program, teachers

receive an initial certificate valid for 3 years. A Continuing Certificate

is awarded after 3 years of successful teaching and is valid for 7 years.

Teachers need 9 credits of "activity" per endorsement area every 7 years

for renewal of this certificate.

o Staff Development

The state does not require local inservice programs, but approves

inservice programs used for certificate renewal.
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School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

175 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2 hours
Grades 1-2: 4 hours
Grades 3-12: 5.5 hours

o Curriculum

The state is implementing a set of performance requirements that cover
all curriculum areas, including specific learning outcomes required in each
area.
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Student Standards

o Testing

The state administers standardized tests to students in grades 4, 8

and 11. Test scores are used to allocate state compensatory education
funds. A minimum competency test is required for high school graduation.
This test is given to all 10th grade students and those who fail may retake
the test in llth and 12th grade. The state is field-testing criterion-
referenced tests that will assess the learning objectives contained in the
state's Standards of Learning for mathematics, language arts, science,
social studies and health.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Students graduating before 1988 must complete 4 years of English, 3

years of social studies, 2 years of health and physical education, 1 year

each of mathematics and science and a total of 18 units. Starting in 1988,

graduating seniors must complete 20 units, including a second year each of
mathematics and science and a third year of either math or science, and be
competent in 12 computer skills. Students will need 3 years of
mathematics, science and foreign language and a total of 22 units to obtain

an advanced diploma.

Students must also pass a minimum competency test to graduate from

high school. (See Testing above).

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 5 through 16.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Although criteria for admission to teacher education programs vary,
the state requires that admission standards equal or exceed those for other

programs in an institution. All schools require that students completing a
teacher training program achieve a specified minimum grade point average.

o Certification and Relicensi,g

Candidates for certification have submitted NTE Core Battery and
Specialty Area Exam scores for several years, but the state did not
establish proficiency standards until July 1984. The Collegiate
Professional Certificate, which requires a baccalaureate degree, is valid
for 5 years and requires 6 credits or inservice in lieu of 3 credits for

renewal. The Post-graduate Professional Certificate is also valid for 5

years and requires a master's der-ee or Ph.D. and 3 years of experience.
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Starting in July 1984, the state will issue 2-year, non-renewable
provisional certificates to beginning teachers. Teachers will be evaluated
on 7 competencies during that period.

o Staff Development

Staff development is required and approved non-credit courses may be
used for certificate renewal.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 3 hours
Grades 1-12: 5 1/2 hours, excluding lunch

Effective fall 1984, students cannot be excused for participation in
extracurricular activities until they have completed a minimum of 5-1/2
hours of class time per day.

o Curriculum

The state specifies areas of instruction for grades K-7 and middle and
junior high schools, and minimum course offerings for secondary schools.

Under the Standards of Learning program, the State has established
detailed and sequential learning objectives for each grade in eight subject
areas: English, mathematics, social science, science, health, physical
education, fine arts, and foreign language. Local school districts must
use these objectives as references for desiguing local curriculum and
instructional programs.
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Student Standards

o Testing

The legislature enacted a bill in 1984 requiring achievement testing
of 8th graders in reading, mathematics and language arts. The legislation
also authorized the development of a life skills test. Fourth graders have
been tested every year in reading, mathematics and language arts since
1978. A sampling of llth graders is now conducted every 2 years. In 1985

a tenth grade achievement test in reading, math, and language arts was
added along with an academic and career interest inventory.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Until 1989, high school students must complete 2 years of English, 1-
2/3 years of social science, 1 year each of mathematics and occupational
education, 2/3 of a year each of science and health and 2 years of physical
education. A total of 15 units is required for graduation. Starting with

the Class of 1989, students must complete 16 units, including an additional
year each of English, social science and mathematics, and 1-1/3 years more
of science.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 8 through 14.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

The 1987 legislature adopted tlie Professional Educator Excellence Act

of 1987. The act requires that a person being admitted to a teacher
preparation program must demonstrate competence in the basic skills
required for oral and written communication and computation. After June
30, 1989, a person must have a combined score at or above the statewide
median score established for the Washington precollege test or an
equivalent score on other standardized tests. The State Board of Education

will require a uniform state exit test for teacher certification
candidates. As of August 31, 1993 passage of the examination is required
before receiving an initial certificate. Primarily an essay exam,
knowledge and competence in subjects that include instructional skills,
classroom management, and student behavior and development will be tested.
By 1990 the SBE will recommend to the legislature whether all teacher
candidates will be required to pass a subject exam.

o Certification and Relicensing

The Initial Certificate is valid for 4 years and requires additional
credits for renewal. Teachers must also enroll in a planned continuing



136

Washington

level program. The Continuing Certificate requires 45 quarter hours of
additional graduate credit and 3 years of successful experience and is
valid for as long as one teaches, but must be renewed every 7 years.

The Professional Educator Excellence Act of 1987 requires that after
August 1992, persons shall possess a bachelor's degree in the arts,
sciences and/or humanities and fulfilled other certification requirements
to receive an initial level certificate. However, persons seeking initial
certification for grades preschool through six shall have fulfilled a major
in education as part of their bachelor's degree. The SBE must study the
impact of eliminating the major in education and report to the legislature
by 1990. After 1992 the initial certificate will be valid for two years
and may be renewed for a three year period when evidence shows that the
teacher is enrolled in an approved master's degree program. A second
renewal for a period of two years may be granted if: (1) the degree
granting institution recommends renewal; (2) the teacher can demonstrate
substantial progress toward completion of the master's degree; and (3) the
degree will be completed within the two year extension period. Under no
circumstances may an initial certificate be valid for a period of more than
seven years.

The new law also requires that the SBE and the Higher Education
Coordinating Board shall work cooperatively to develop by 1990 the
standards for a post bachelor's professional teacher preparation program
that results in the acquisition of a master's degree in teaching. After
1992 a master's degree in teaching or in the arts, sciences, and/or
humanities is required for attaining professional level certification.

o Staff Development

The state has developed regional technical assistance programs for
inservice training. The legislature lias appropriated special funds for
inservice training in mathematics, science and computer technology. The

legislature also provided funding for computer demonstration centers which
provide inservice as well as other preLxams. The SBE is requiring 150
clock hours of continuing education, during each five year period, for
persons acquiring certification as of Summer 1987.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days
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o Length of School Day (minimum)

The average number of hours required each day to meet a total program
hour offering requirement are:

K: 2.5 hours
Grades 1-3: 5 hours
Grades 4-6: 5.5 hours
Grades 7-8: 5.5 hours
Grades 9-12: 6 hours

o Curriculum

School districts must develop a program of student learning ohjecti.,
for all courses of study.

The legislature enacted a measure that provides for the state
department of education to develop model curriculum in 3 core subject!r; a
year. It also requires local school districts to establish an annual
process of identifying measurable goals to improve educational excellence.
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Student Standards

o Testing

Census testing is conducted at grcles 9 and 11 in October and grades 3
and 6 in Anril.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Starting with the class of 1985, high school graduates must complete 4
years of English, 3 years of social studies, 2 years of mathematics, 1 year
each of health and physical education and science, 2 year of the fine or
applied arts, with a to-_al of 21 units required. County school districts

can and do add to the graduation requirements.

o Attendance

Students must attend school trom age 6 through 16.

o Other

As of January 1984, students must maintain a C average the previous
semester to participate in non-academic extracurricular activities.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admission to teacher education programs vary by
institution. Since 1985, students in approved teacher preparation program
are required to pass a basic skills proficiency test, a content area test.

and a professional education performaece assessment. The professional
education performance w;sesment i; determined by the institution of higher
education based upon professionr1 performance education objectives adopted
by the West Virginia board of ECucation.

o Certification and Relicensinz,

Graduates of approved teacher education programs who pass a subject
matter test re, dive an initial certificate which is valid for 3 years and
can be renewed with 6 credits in accordance with a continuing education

agreement approved by the county superintendent and an evaluation. The

Professional Certificate, valid for five years, requires rhree year!q of
teaching exprience and six semester hours of renewal credit subsequent
the issuance of the 3 year certificate. A permanent Professional
Certificate may be fjanted on the basis of a 5 year certificate, the
completion of a master's degree relevant to the improvement of ilp-;:ruitipn

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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and five years of satisfactory educational experience. An alternate route
to permanent certification is the second renewal of the five year
Professional Certificate.

o Staff Development

Staff development programs are designed after a needs assessment has
taken place. The state mandates a minimum of 3 non-instructional days per
year for staff development. Local school dist-icts plan the programs which
are then monitored by the State Department of Education. The state is
designing a model of on-the-job training in shortage areas.

School and School District Standards

o Lenpth of School Year (minimum)

180 days

LenEth of S. ool day (minimum)

K: 158 minutes instructional day
Grades l-4: 330 minutes instructional day
Grades ".)-12 : 1.1 minutes instructional day

Instructional time allocations for all required programs of study
reading) are rpecified as percentage ranges.

o Cnrricol,tm

The state has developed learner outcomes for all required programs of
study and an outcope-referenced testing program to assess student
attainment -' these ontcomes. This will include a computer literacy
program of :-.:ude in all gra1e5., A state4ide microcomputer educational
network li,e; been clveloped and implcmented to enhance curricular, instruc
tional. evaluAtion. and edncational personnel activities.

In 1e5,pon e to 1151 legislation and a court order, the sta:7.e
established 12 standards and 15/ indicators of educational excellence.
:a-hool districts Hust -.1.lbmit "excellence plans" annually to the state for
review and approval and receive an on-site evaluation every four Years.
The county plan includes on assw,sment of progress towaid a stare approved
CritoriA of Excellence in all programs of study: General Education
t:iiteria of FAcellenee, Special Education Criteria of Excellence, Support
Programs Ctitcria of Ey.cellence, and Vocational Ednuation Criteria of
Fexelitiv. . Alao, included in the criteria of Excellence are profe,..sional
personnel ration. 'central office, professional rind !-,,upport personnel



141

West Virginia

staffing at the school building level, teacher/pupil ratios per
program/area of study offering, as well as, percent of instructional
material and equipment met per program/area of study.
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Student Standards

o Testing

The state has had a Competency-Based Testing (CBT) program with
voluntary local school district participation since 1982. Local districts

may construct their own tests based on locally selected competencies using

the CBT test item data bank or use a prepared "shelf test" to assess
minimum competencies in reading, language arts and mathematics. Students

are tested once in grades 1-4, 5-8 and 9-10 and proficiency standards are

set locally. The shelf tests are designed for use in grades 3, 7 and 10.

The item bank will ultimately contain enough items to construct tests for
any given set of competencies for any grade level.

Effective in 1988, school districts will be required to test all
pupils in reading, language arts, and mathematics at least twice in grades
K-5, once in grades 6-8, and at least once in grades 9-11. The tests must

be aligned with the school district's curriculum. A district's

participation in the state's competency testing program satisfies this
requirement. All ;chools are also required to administer a state developed
reading test to all third grade students annually. The state will provide

guidelines to assist districts in testing and excluding from testing pupils
with special needs.

o High School Graduation Requirements

Startint. with the Class of 1989, students must complete 13 units,
including 4 years of English, 3 years of social science, 2 years each of
mathematics and science, 1/2 year of health, and 1 1/2 years of physical

education. Districts are encouraged to provide at least 8-1/2 more units
in vocational education, foreign language, fine arts, and other courses.
Until that time, high school graduation requirements are set by local
school districts.

Under the new requirements, students must also he in class or in an
approved activity for each class period during high school.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 6 through 17 or graduate from

high school.

Teacher Standard!:

o Teacher Preparation

Criteria for admisf:ion to, and completion of . toucher education

progruv4 vary hv in!,titution.



144

Wisconsin

o Certification and Relicensing

The regular license is valid for 5 years and can be renewed with 6
credits or inservice in lieu of the credits. This policy was effective
July 1983 and replaced a permanent license which was issued after 3 years
of teaching in the state. Those teachers granted a "life" license before
that time are not required to renew their license or meet the credit
requirement.

o Staff Development

State law requires inservice for all teachers. If credit is to be
applied toward certificate renewal, inservice must be approved by the
state.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 days, with 175 days of actual instruction. Effective with the
1988-89 school year, each student must be scheduled for 525 hours of
instruction in kindergarten, 1,050 hours in grades 1-6, and 1,137 hours in
grades 7-12 each year. 7assing time in grades 7-12 and up to 30 minutes
per day of recess time may be included in grades 1-6.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

None specified

o Curriculum

The state has developed 11 K-12 curriculum guides in language arts,
mathematics, social studies, science, health, computer literacy,
environmental education, vocational education, physical education, art, and
music to serve as models for local school districts.

Effective with the 1988-89 school year, each school district must have
a written sequential curriculum plan that includes language arts,
mathematics, science, social studies, h .1th, computer literacy,
environmental education, vocational education, physical education, art, and
music. The plan must specify objectives, course content, resources, and a
program evaluation method. There is proposed legislation that would extend
the date that the curriculum plans are to be completed to 1991.
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Student Standards

o Testing

Statewide testing is not required in Wyoming. The legislature funded

a statewide assessment of students in grades 4, 8 and 11 in 1983-84 using

the National Assessment of Educational Progress to assess student

achievement. The assessment process was continued in 1986 with testing in

the areas of mathematics, science, computer literacy and reading in grades

3, 7 and 11.

o High School Graduation Requirements

High school students must complete 18 Carnegie units of study.

Instruction in the essentials of the U.S. Constitution and the Constitution

of the State of Wyoming must be included. Local school districts determine

remaining course requirements.

o Attendance

Students must attend school from age 7 through 15 or the completion of

the eighth grade.

Teacher Standards

o Teacher Preparation

Admission to the only teacher education program in the state (the

University of Wyoming) is based on results of the California Achievement

Test and an interview. The University certifies that students have

successfully completed the program. The State Board of Education has

authorized the application of state program approval standards to the

University of Wyoming.

o Certification and Relicensing

The standard certificate is valid for 5 years and can be renewed with

5 transcript credits, approved inservice credit or professional growth

credits. The professional certificate, which is valid for 10 years,

requires a master's degree and 5 years experience and can be renewed with

10 hours of advanced coursework, state-approved inservice, or professional

growth credit.

o Statf Development

Local school districts file inservice plans, based on local needs,

with the state education department, which must approve any inservice used

toward certificate renewal. The state also requires all new and veteran



146

Wyoming

teachers to acquire 2 credit hours each in special education, reading and
human relations.

School and School District Standards

o Length of School Year (minimum)

180 contact days for teachers; 175 pupil-teacher contact days.

o Length of School Day (minimum)

K: 2 1/2 hours
Grades 1-8: 5 hours
Grades 9-12: 6 hours


